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BULLETIN 


VOLUME  III,  NO.  1 


Issued  to  all  Companions 


DECEMBER,  1949 


PREAMBLE  TO  THE  ORDER'S  CONSTITUTION 

We,  Officers  and  honorably  discharged  Officers  of  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Marine  Corps  of  the  United  States,  whose  names 
are  hereunto  annexed,  having  aided  in  maintaining  the  honor, 
integrity  and  supremacy  of  the  National  Government  at  a 
critical  period  in  its  history,  and  holding  in  remembrance  the 
sacrifices  in  commou  made  and  the  triumphs  together  shared  in 
discharge  of  this  sacred  duty,  unite  to  ordain  and  establish  a 
permanent  association  for  the  purposes  and  objects  hereinafter 
set  forth,  and  to  this  end  pledge  our  honor,  as  officers  and 
gentlemen,  to  be  governed  by  the  Constitution  and  By  Laws 
of  The  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States. 

Principles  and  Objects,  in  summary 

A  firm  belief  and  trust  in  Almighty  God; 

True  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America; 

To  protect  the  rights  and  liberties  of  American  citizenship, 

and  maintain  National  Honor,  Union  and  Independence. 


MEMBERSHIP 

ELIGIBLE  for  the  Order  are  male  lineal  descendant*  of  those 
who  were  actually  engaged  and  served  honorably  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion  prior  to  April  15,  18G5,  as 

(1)  Commissioned  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps,  regular  and  volunteer; 

(2)  Officers  of  assimilated  or  corresponding  rank  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  ol  the  Navy ;  and 

(3)  Non-commissioned  or  warrant  officers  or  enlisted  men 
who  subsequently  became  commissioned  officers. 

Also  eligible  are  male  descendants  of  a  brother  or  a  sister 
of  one  of  the  above. 

ORGANIZATION 

This  Order  was  founded  within  12  hours  of  Lincoln's  death, 
by  Lieut.-Colonel  Mitchell  and  Captain  Keyser  joining  with 
Lieut.-Colonel  Zell  in  his  office  in  Philadelphia.  Formal  organ- 
ization was  effected  May  11,  1865  in  Independence  Hall,  Major 
General  George  Cadwalader,  U.S.V.,  becoming  Commander 
and,  when  Commanderies  were  formed  in  other  States,  acting 
as  Commander-in-Chief  until  his  death  in  1879.  Then  followed 
General  Winfield  Scott  Hancock,  ex-President  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  and  a  succession  of  distinguished  generals  and  admirals 
of  Civil  War  Service  and  others  of  prominence.  Peak  enroll- 
ment was  about  12,000  Companions  in  21  States.  Now  all  are 
Hereditary  Companions  or  Honorary,  numbering  in  this  85th 
year  about  one-sixth  of  the  maximum,  in  10  Commanderies  in 
18  States. 

The  Order  was  established  to  be  permanent.  Its  future  lies 
with  the  Original  Companions'  descendants. 


WORDS  OF  LINCOLN 

You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift. 
You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the  strong. 
You  cannot  help  the  wage  earner  by  pulling  down  the  wage 
payer. 

You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  encouraging 
class  hatred. 

You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  discouraging  the  rich. 
You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on  borrowed  money. 
You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more  than  you  earn. 
You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by  taking  away  man's 

initiative  and  independence. 
You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for  them  what 

they  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

GOD,  GIVE  US  MEN! 

God,  give  us  men!  A  time  like  this  demands 

Strong  minds,  great  hearts,  true  faith  and  ready  hands; 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  office  does  not  kill; 
Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy; 

Men  who  possess  opinions  and  a  will; 
Men  who  have  honor;  men  who  will  not  lie; 
Men  who  can  stand  before  a  demagogue 

And  damn  his  treacherous  flatteries  without  winking!  • 
Tall  men,  sun-crowned,  who  live  above  the  fog 

In  public  duty,  and  in  private  thinking; 
For  while  the  rabble,  with  their  thumb-worn  creeds, 
Their  large  professions  and  their  little  deeds, 
Mingle  in  selfish  strife,  lo!  Freedom  weeps, 
Wrong  rules  the  land  and  waiting  Justice  sleeps. 

Josiah  Gilbert  Holland 

WOODROW  WILSON'S  BELIEFS 

"I  do  not  want  to  live  under  a  philanthropy.  I  do  not  want 
to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  government,  either  directly  or  by 
any  instruments  through  which  the  government  is  acting.  I 
want  only  to  have  right  and  justice  prevail  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. Give  me  right  and  justice  and  I  will  undertake  to  care 
for  myself. 

"I  will  not  live  under  trustees  if  I  can  help  it.  I  do  not  care 
how  wise,  how  patriotic,  the  trustees  may  be.  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  group  of  men  in  whose  hands  I  am  willing  to 
lodge  the  liberties  of  America  in  trust." 


It  behooves  us  to  remember  that  men  can  never  escape  being 
governed.  Either  they  must  govern  themselves  or  they  must 
submit  to  being  governed  by  others.  If  from  lawlessness  or 
fickleness,  from  folly  or  self-indulgence,  they  refuse  to  govern 
themselves,  then  most  assuredly  in  the  end  they  will  have  to  be 
governed  from  the  outside.  They  can  prevent  the  need  of 
government  from  without  only  by  showing  that  they  possess 
the  power  of  government  from  within. — Theodore  Roosevelt. 
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PREAMBLE  TO  THE  ORDER'S  CONSTITUTION 

We,  Officers  and  honorably  discharged  Officers  of  the  Array, 
Navy,  and  Marine  Corps  of  the  United  States,  whose  names 
are  hereunto  annexed,  having  aided  in  maintaining  the  honor, 
integrity  and  supremacy  of  the  National  Government  at  a 
critical  period  in  its  history,  and  holding  in  remembrance  the 
sacrifices  in  common  made  and  the  triumphs  together  shared  in 
discharge  of  this  sacred  duty,  unite  to  ordain  and  establish  a 
permanent  association  for  the  purposes  and  objects  hereinafter 
set  forth,  and  to  this  end  pledge  our  honor,  as  officers  and 
gentlemen,  to  be  governed  by  the  Constitution  and  By  Laws 
of  The  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States. 
Principles  and  Objects,  in  summary 
A  firm  belief  and  trust  in  Almighty  God; 
True  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America; 
To  protect  the  rights  and  liberties  of  American  citizenship, 
and  maintain  National  Honor,  Union  and  Independence. 

MEMBERSHIP 

ELIGIBLE  for  the  Order  are  male  lineal  descendants  of  those 
who  were  actually  engaged  and  served  honorably  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion  prior  to  April  15,  1865,  as 

(1)  Commissioned  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps,  regular  and  volunteer; 

(2)  Officers  of  assimilated  or  corresponding;  rank  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  of  the  Navy :  and 

(3)  Non-commissioned  or  warrant  officers  or  enlisted  men 
who  subsequently  became  commissioned  officers. 

Also  eligible  are  male  descendants  of  a  brother  or  a  sister 
of  one  of  the  above. 

This  Order  was  founded  within  12  hours  of  Lincoln's  death, 
by  Lieut.-Colonel  Mitchell  and  Captain  Keyser  joining  with 
Lieut.-Colonel  Zell  in  his  office  in  Philadelphia.  Formal  organ- 
ization was  effected  May  11,  1865  in  Independence  Hall,  Major 
General  George  Cadwalader,  U.S.V.,  becoming  Commander 
and,  when  Commanderies  were  formed  in  other  States,  acting 
as  Commander-in-Chief  until  his  death  in  1879.  Then  followed 
General  Winfield  Scott  Hancock,  ex-President  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  and  a  succession  of  distinguished  generals  and  admirals 
of  Civil  War  Service  and  others  of  prominence.  Peak  enroll- 
ment was  about  12,000  Companions  in  21  States.  Now  all  are 
Hereditary  Companions  or  Honorary,  in  this  85th  year  about 
one-sixth  of  the  maximum,  in  19  Commanderies  in  18  States. 

The  Order  was  established  to  be  permanent.  Its  future  lies 
with  the  Original  Companions'  descendants. 

*    *  * 

No  nation  can  be  great  unless  its  sons  and  daughters  have 
in  them  the  quality  to  rise  level  to  the  needs  of  heroic  days. 
Yet  this  heroic  quality  is  but  the  apex  of  a  pyramid  of  which 
the  broad  foundations  must  solidly  rest  on  the  performance 
of  duties  so  ordinary  that  to  impatient  minds  they  seem  com- 
monplace.— Theodore  Roosevelt,  1918. 


MAXIMS  DERIVED  FROM 
"WORDS  OF  LINCOLN" 

Under  the  caption  quoted  above  the  following  maxims  ap- 
peared on  the  front  page  of  the  December,  1949  issue  of  the 
Bulletin;  they  are  here  reprinted  as  worthy  to  be  kept  in  mind 
as  basic  truths: 

You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift. 
You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the  strong. 
You  cannot  help  the  wage  earner  by  pulling  down  the  wage 
payer. 

You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  encouraging 
class  hatred. 

You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  discouraging  the  rich. 
You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on  borrowed  money. 
You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more  than  you  earn. 
You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by  taking  away  man's 

initiative  and  independence. 
You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for  them  what 

they  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

In  that  form  and  as  quotations  from  Lincoln  these  maxims 
have  been  printed  in  many  publications  in  the  course  of  several 
months;  first  seen  by  this  editor  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York 
Herald-Tribune  from  Samuel  G.  Colt  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  of 
23  October  1949.  Such  wide  publication  indicates  acceptance 
as  something  timely  to  paste  in  your  hat. 

Yet  authenticity  as  to  Lincoln's  words  was  immediately 
questioned,  to  our  Order's  headquarters  and  elsewhere.  Ap- 
parently each  successive  publisher  took  authenticity  for  grant- 
ed from  his  predecessor,  on  his  own  part  if  in  doubt  in  his  miDd, 
satisfied  that  whether  or  not  Lincoln  used  those  words  he  had 
confirmed  those  principles  by  spoken  and  written  words  and 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  life. 

Tracing  back  to  the  source  of  the  maxims  was  described  in 
the  Lincoln  Day  issue  of  THE  SUN,  Baltimore,  February 
12,  1950.  One  trail  led  to  a  new  work  on  the  anti-trust  laws  by 
a  lawyer  H.  A.  Toulmin,  Jr.  who  got  the  quotation  from  a 
speech  by  Congresswoman  Bolton  of  Ohio;  she  got  it  from  a 
radio  broadcast  by  Galen  Drake  who  got  it  from  the  house 
organ  published  by  John  Royle  &  Sons,  machinery  makers  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  they  regretted  inability  to  find  the  source. 
The  other  trail  pursued  by  THE  SUN  led  through  Mr.  Colt, 
mentioned  above,  to  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Gov- 
ernment, Inc.,  of  New  York.  This  committee  had  distributed 
a  leaflet  bearing  on  one  side  a  defense  of  private  property  at- 
tributed to  Lincoln  and  on  the  other  side  the  said  maxims, 
which  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government  did  not 
attribute  to  anybody.  The  Committee's  assistant  secretary 
wrote  that  the  quotation  about  property  appeared  in  Lincoln's 
reply  to  a  committee  from  the  Workingmen's  Association  of 
New  York,  March  21,  1864;  the  nine  maxims  came  to  the  Com- 
mittee from  an  outside  source  untraceable,  in  a  slightly  different 
form;  it  was  revised  and  issued  in  the  leaflet  on  property. 

They  may  safely  stand  as  principles  derived  from  Lincoln's 
life,  character  and  words. 
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AXIOMS  CREDITED  TO  LINCOLN,  UNAUTHENTIC 


During  the  past  year  or  more  there  has  been  used  in 
several  trade  journals  a  series  of  sayings  arranged  in 
antithesis  which  have  been  credited  erroneously  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  On  February  2,  1949  they  appeared  in 
The  Congressional  Record  and  later  on  they  were  sep- 
arately printed.  A  full  page  display  in  Look  magazine  for 
January  17,  1950,  featured  the  somewhat  revised  Con- 
gressional version  which  promises  a  much  wider  distri- 
bution and  therefore  should  be  given  some  notice  in 
Lincoln  Lore. 

The  ten  axioms  were  first  released  in  1942  by  The 
Committee  for  Constitutional  Government  at  New  York. 
The  secretary  of  the  committee  writes  that  the  sayings 
were  worked  up  by  the  committee  "out  of  material  and 
suggestions  that  came  to  it  from  its  own  advisers  and 
from  the  outside."  He  further  continues,  "We  do  not 
attribute  them  to  Lincoln."  The  axioms  were  first  printed 
in  a  leaflet  containing  some  authentic  words  of  Lincoln 
on  one  side  and  on  the  other  side  the  ten  axioms  under 
the  caption:  "The  Ten  Points— They  Cost  So  Little." 
An  editor  copying  the  data  for  his  magazine  inadvertently 
inserted  a  credit  line  to  Abraham  Lincoln — a  case  of 
mistaken  authorship. 

About  the  only  instance  where  one  of  the  "cannot" 
axioms  approaches  a  similar  wording  to  one  of  Lincoln's 
actual  sayings  is  found  in  point  ten.  On  July  1,  1854, 
Lincoln  wrote,  "In  all  that  the  people  can  individually 
do  for  themselves,  government  ought  not  to  interfere." 

In  order  that  this  bulletin  may  do  something  more 
than  call  attention  to  the  error  in  authorship  made  in- 
advertently, we  are  submitting  in  bold  type,  under  each 
of  the  axioms  prepared  by  the  Committee  for  Constitu- 
tional Government,  genuine  statements  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  properly  authenticated  which  do  at  least  carry 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  widely  circulated  axioms. 

L  You  cannot  bring  prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift. 

"Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor;  property  is  desirable; 
it  is  a  positive  good  in  the  world.  That  some  should  be 
rich  shows  that  others  may  become  rich,  and  hence  is 
just  encouragement  to  industry  and  enterprise." 

Washington,  March  21,  1864 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening 
the  strong. 

"We  proposed  to  give  all  a  chance,  and  we  expected 
the  weak  to  grow  stronger,  the  ignorant  wiser,  and  all 
better  and  happier  together." 

Springfield,  Fragment,  July  1,  1854. 

"Capital  has  its  rights,  which  are  as  worthy  as  any 
other  rights." 

Washington,  Message  to  Congress,  Dec.  3,  1861 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  by  tearing  down  big 
men. 

"Let  not  him  who  is  houseless  pull  down  the  house 
of  another,  but  let  him  work  diligently  and  build  one 
for  himself,  thus  by  example  assuring  that  his  own  shall 
be  safe  from  violence  when  built." 

Washington,  March  21,  1864. 

"There  is  no  permanent  class  of  hired  laborers  amongst 
us.  .  .  .  The  hired  laborer  of  yesterday  labors  on  his  own 
account  today  and  will  hire  others  to  labor  for  him 
tomorrow." 

Springfield,  Fragment,  July  1,  1854. 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich. 
"It  is  best  for  all  to  leave  each  man  free  to  acquire 

property  as  fast  as  he  can.  Some  will  get  wealthy.  I 
don't  believe  in  a  law  to  prevent  a  man  from  getting 
rich,  it  would  do  more  harm  than  good.  So  while  we  do 
not  propose  any  war  on  capital,  we  do  wish  to  allow 


the  humblest  man  an  equal  chance  to  get  rich  with 
everybody  else*" 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  March  6,  1860. 
"Men  who  are  industrious  and  sober  and  honest  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  own  interests  should  after  a  while  ac- 
cumulate capital  and  after  that  should  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  it  in  peace." 

Cincinnati,  Sept.  7,  1859. 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner  by  pulling  down 
the  wage-payer. 

"If  they  (industrious,  sober  and  honest  men)  should 
choose,  when  they  have  accumulated  it,  (capital)  to  use 
it  to  save  themselves  from  actual  labor,  and  hire  other 
people  to  labor  for  them,  is  right." 

Cincinnati,  Sept.  17,  1859. 

"The  results  of  a  year  or  two's  labor  is  a  surplus  of 
capital  ...  in  course  of  time  he  has  enough  capital  to 
hire  some  new  beginner." 

Cincinnati,  Sept.  17,  1859. 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more 
than  your  income. 

"No  country  can  sustain  in  idleness  more  than  a  small 
percentage  of  its  members." 

Milwaukee,  Sept.  30,  1859. 

"Universal  idleness  would  speedily  result  in  universal 
ruin." 

Springfield,  Dec.  1,  1846. 
"You  do  not  work  much  merely  because  it  does  not 
seem  to  you  that  you  could  get  much  for  it.  This  habit 
of  uselessly  wasting  time  is  the  whole  difficulty." 

Letter  to  John  J.  Johnston,  Jan.  2,  1851. 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by 
inciting  class  hatred. 

"Let  us  discard  all  this  quibbling  about  this  man  and 
the  other  man,  this  race  and  that  race  and  the  other 
race  being  in  favor  .  .  .  and  unite  as  one  people  through- 
out the  land." 

Chicago,  July  10,  1858. 
"We  feel  that  all  legal  distinction  between  individuals 
of  the  same  community  founded  on  any  such  circum- 
stance as  color,  origin,  and  the  like  are  hostile  to  the 
genius  of  our  institutions  and  incompatible  with  the  true 
history  of  American  liberty." 

Cincinnati,  May  31,  1841. 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on  borrowed 
money. 

"An  individual  who  undertakes  to  live  by  borrowing 
soon  finds  his  original  means  devoured  by  interest  and 
next,  no  one  left  to  borrow  from,  so  it  must  be  with  a 
government." 

Whig  Circular,  March  4,  1843. 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by  taking 
away  man's  initiative  and  independence. 

•That  each  one  of  you  through  this  free  government 
which  we  enjoyed  have  an  open  field  and  a  fair  chance 
for  your  industry,  enterprise  and  intelligence." 

Washington,  Aug.  22,  1864. 

"We  must  inquire  what  it  is  that  has  given  us  so 
much  prosperity  .  .  .  This  cause  is,  that  every  man  can 
make  himself." 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  Aug.  27,  1856. 

10  You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for 
them  what  they  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

"The  legitimate  object  of  government  is  to  do  for  the 
people  what  needs  to  be  done  but  which  they  cannot, 
by  individual  effort,  do  at  all,  or  do  so  well,  for  them- 
selves*" 

Springfield,  Fragment,  July  1,  1854. 


THE  ED  "YOU  CANNOT"  STATEMENTS 


A  series  of  ten  quotations,  each  beginning  with  the  words 
"you  cannot,"  originally  appeared  on  a  leaflet  entitled  Lincoln  on  Lim- 
itations.   It  was  published  in  1942  by  the  Committee  on  Constitutional 
Government,  205  East  45  Street,  New  York.    On  the  front  of  the  leaflet 
there  appeared  authentic  words  of  Lincoln  on  labor,  gleaned  from  his 
speeches  at  Now  Haven,  Connecticut  on  March  6,  1860  and  at  Washington 
on  March  21,  1864. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  leaflet  and  dissasociated  from 
the  genuine  Lincoln  quotations  by  the  caption  "The  Ten  Points,  They 
Cost  So  Little,"  appear  the  ten  sentences  in  question.    As  early  as  1943 
Sunray  Hews  clipped  from  Land  0'  Lakes  Hews  the  "Ten  Points  Series" 
which  were  presumed  to  be  the  writings  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Apparently 
inadvertently  the  statements  on  the  reverse  side  of  the  original  leaflet 
became  associated  with  the  authorship  of  the  genuine  Lincoln  quotations 
on  the  obverse  side.    From  then  on  they  were  widely  circulated  and  usually 
credited  to  Abraham  Lincoln* 

There  seemed  to  be  no  serious  challenge  to  their  authenticity 
until  they  were  used  as  Lincoln  quotations  by  Hon.  Francis  P.  Bolton  of 
Ohio  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  February  2,  1949.    They  were 
recorded  in  the  Congressional  Record  and  later  separately  printed  as  a 
broadside. 

Edward  A.  Rumley,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Committee  for 
Constitutional  Government,  has  made  available  to  Mr.  Mark  Kiley  of  the 
University  Club  Library,  New  York  and  now  in  possession  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation  carbon  copies  of  replies  he  has  written  to  those 
inquiring  about  the  origin  of  the  "Ten  Points"  statements.    These  words 
gleaned  from  Mr.  Rumley' s  correspondence  sets  forth  the  origin  of  the 
"Ten  Points"  affirmations: 

"The  'Ten  Points— They  Cost  So  Little1  were  worked  up  by  the 
Committee  for  Constitutional  Government  out  of  material  and  suggestions 
that  came  to  it  from  its  own  advisors  and  outside  sources.    ...    We  do 
not  attribute  them  to  Lincoln." 

Apparently  there  was  no  attempt  at  deception  on  the  part  of 
the  joint  authors,  the  misinformed  copyist,  or  the  circulators  of  the 
alleged  Lincoln  quotations.    This  unfortunate  mistake  in  identification 
should  in  no  sense  be  associated  with  the  purposeful  forgeries  which  have 
been  created  to  claim  Lincoln's  support  of  either  side  of  a  controversy. 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


Louis  A.  barren 

Fort  Wayne,Ina;.?na. 


Dishonest  Abe 

From  a  full  pace  in  Look  a  fortnight 
ago.  Abraham  Lincoln's  rugged  f  :i  ci* 
looked  out.  seeming  to  endorse  the  ten 
aphorisms  printed  alongside  his  picture. 
Look  thought  "it's  about  time  for  the 
country  to  remember"  such  Lincolnian 
sayings  as  "You  cannot  brine  about  pros- 
perity by  discouraging  thrift."  "You  can- 
not help  the  wage  earner  by  pulling  down 
the  wage  payer."  and  "You  cannot  further 
the  brotherhood  of  man  by  encouraging 
class  hatred." 

To  Lincoln  scholars  and  plain  readers, 
there   was   only  one   thine   wrong  with 
Look's  snippets  of  wisdom:  Lincoln  had 
never  said  them.  A  few  were  paraphrases 
of  genuine  Lincolnisms  taken  out  of  con- 
text;  others  were  pure  invention,  and  all 
had  been  denounced  as  spurious  in  the 
Abraham    Lincoln    Quarterly.    Bv  last 
week,  admitted  Editor  Gardner  ("Mike") 
Cowles,  Look  was  delueed  with  a  "fantas- 
tic" flood  of  mail  from  indignant  readers 
who  had  spotted  the  alleged  Lincolnisms 
for  what  they  were. 
^  Look  had  not  made  up  the  "quota- 
tions." It  had  borrowed  them  from  the 
Congressional  Record,  where  they  were  in- 
serted last  January  by  Republican  Con- 
gresswoman  Frances  P.  Bolton  of  Ohio. 
Mr-;.   Bolton   had  gotten   them    from  a 
friend,  who  had  heard  them  on  a  broad- 
cast by  Radio  Commentator  Galen  Drake. 
Drake  couldn't  remember  where  he  had 
picked   them   up.   One   possibility:  the 
Roylc  Fomm,  house  organ  of  a  New  Jer- 
sey machinery  manufacturer.   (Said  Fo- 
rum Editor  Richard  Cook,  who  printed 
them  without  checking  their  authenticity: 
"One  thing  consoles  me.  I  am  now  part 
of  the  Lincoln  legend,  and  will  live  for- 
ever.'") Cook  got  them  from  some  direct- 
mail  advertising  of  another  manufacturing 
concern. 

The  chain  led  back  at  least  as  far  as  a 
1042  leaflet  distributed  by  the  Committee 
for  Constitutional  Government,  the  well- 
heeled,  reactionary  Washington  lobby 
backed  by  New  York  State  Publisher 
Frank  Gannett.  In  printing  what  Lincoln 


hadn't  said,  nobody  had  felt  the  need 
to  print  something  that  he  did  say.  "\  ou 
can  fool  all  the  people  some  of  the  time, 
and  some  of  the  people  all  of  the  time 
but  you  can't  fool  all  of  the  people  all 
of  the  time." 


TIME,  JANUARY  30,  1950 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

w  WASHING  TON  as,  D.  c. 


January  31,  1950 
Office  of  the 
Assistant  Librarian 

AIR  MAIL 
SPECIAL  DELIVERY 

Dear  Mr.  Ford: 

I  begin  with  apology  and  will  end  with  entreaty. 

Specifically  1  apologize  for  raising  a  Question, 
to  which  you  must  have  responded  many  times,  concerning  the 
authorship  of  a  ten-line  statement,  beginning,  "You  cannot 
bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift."    Within  recent 
months,  it  has  been  widely  reprinted  and  has  been  variously 
ascribed  to  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Edward  Everett  Hale.  The 
editor  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Quarterly  (Springfield,  Illinois) 
in  the  issue  for  December  1949,  traced  it  to  a  leaflet  pub- 
lished by  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government,  New 
York,  in  the  fall  of  1942.    However,  under  the  title,  Warning 
Signs,  pn  £ke  Road  to  Prosperityf  and  as  the  slogan  of  the 
Jeffersonian  Democrats  of  California,  it  was  inserted  in  the 
Congressional  Record  (Vol,  87,  pt.  10,  p.  A1178)  by  you,  under 
an  extension  of  remarks,  on  Friday,  March  14,  1941.    An  officer 
of  the  Jeffersonian  Democrats  of  California  informs  me  that  he 
believes  "Mrr  Knrri^^ncr^n  ~— f^r  thr  major 
portion  of  the  quotation.^       '  *  — ~~ —  I 


As  for  the  quotation,  it  has  aroused  so  much 
interest,  and  has  appeared  in  so  many  places,  and  has  been 
circulated  in  so  many  copies  that  it  has  attained  the  char- 
acteristics of  a  classic.    Reference  librarians  everywhere 
and  Lincoln  students  (professional  and  amateur)  are  daily 
importuned  to  find  its  source. 

Hence  my  entreaty.    I  will  be  profoundly  grateful 
for  any  information  you  can  give  me  concerning  the  composition 
of  the  Warning. 

With  great  respect, 

Faithfully  yours, 

David  C.  Mearns 
Assistant  Librarian 

The  Honorable 

La  lend  M.  Ford 

15821  Sunset 

Pacific  Palisades 

Santa  Monica,  California 


House  of  representatives 


Lansing.  Michigan 


LAPIER  COUNTY 

LOUIS  C.  CRAMTON 

LAPEER    SAVINGS   BANK    BL  DO . 
LAPEER.  MICHIGAN 


MEMBER   OF   COMMITTEES  ON: 

FEDERAL  RELATIONS.  CHAIRMAN 
GENERAL  TAXATION 
JUDICIARY 

RELIGIOUS  AND  BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETIES 


anarch  24,  1*du 


Dr.  Muie  A.  warren 

Editor  luncoln  uore 

i^coin  »ationai  mie  insurance  v,o. 

tt.  wayne,  n»» 

«y  dear  ur.  warren  J 

x  encioee  a  copy  or    uoes  mis  u^e  sense; 
.opxee  or  tme  anonynous  circular  were  placed  on  «.  deeKe  or 
me«oere  of  tne  ^chigen  Legislature  .nureday.       I  -de  no 
^uxry  as  to  wnere  they  c.e  fro.  but  did  *a*e  a  statement 

—       tatair  epurioue  cnaracter. 
from  tne  rioor  in  tne  nouse  as  totneir  ep 

if  your  s.pplT  permit*  I  would  be  glad  to  nave 
a  copy  «  your  January  2,,  is.ue  of  ^coin  Mi- 

to  place  on  eacn  dee*  in  our  nouee  and  oenate.       i*»  i» 
tM  nouee  and  3  2  in  tne  oenete  and  3  or  4  more  for  tne 
officers.      i  realize  tnie  is  ouite  a  Ouncn  and  .ill  not 
^  if  you  eay  you  do  not  nave  tnem. 

na.-e  tnem  1  -  sure  tne  member,  .ill  »-  interred,  mey 

~  *•  «  onfRfi  ai tat  ive  e »  Lansing , 
can  be  addressed  to  me,  aouse  of  nepres aita* i 

me  uapttol.      «*«  best  wishes,  I  regain, 

i  ours  sincoi6^ 


iiOuis  o  .  oramton 


March  30 $  1953 


Mr*  Louis  C.  C rant on 

Lapeer  Savings  Bank  Building 
Lapeer?  Michigan 

My  dear  Mr •  Cram ton: 

Regret  exceedingly  that  the  demand  for  the 
Lincoln  Lore  dealing  with  the  ten  axioms  under  the 
caption  "Does  this  make  sense"  has  been  so  great  that 
t:.ey  are  exhausted,  so  ue  could  not  supply  further 
copies  for  distribution  to  the  legislature.    We  regret 
this  very  much. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:HB 


Director 


House  of  Representatives 


Lansing.  Michigan 


LAPEER  COUNT* 


LOUIS  C.  CRAMTON 

LAPEER    SAVINGS    BANK  BLDO. 
LAPEER.  MICHIGAN 


MEMBER   OF   COMMITTEES  ON: 

FEDERAL  RELATION9,  CHAIRMAN 
GENERAL  TAXATION 
JUDICIARY 

RELIGIOUS  AND  BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETIES 


S  ^  <w*:y^  ^^Jt 

^  -    ^  tVMSXV  "  l^U- 


April  25,  1950 


Mr.  L«C.  Crattfton 

Lapeer  Savings  Bank  Bldg. 

Lapeer,  Mich. 

My  dear  Mr*  Cranton: 

Thanks  again  for  further  information  about  the 
fa  og  axlons  credite    to  Abraham  Lincoln.  I  think  t  at 
possibly  I  way  hare  told  you  in  ay  last  letter  that  the 
earliest  source  we  can  trace  is  Willian  Boetcker 
vho  coined  the  phraeea  as  early  as  1919* 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV:  33 


Dli*ector 


Coast  Fedehal  Savings 


MAIN  OFFICE 

8SS  SOUTH  HILL  AT  NINTH 
LOS  ANGELES  14,  CALIFORNIA 
MAdison  3  1 35 1 


April  2,  1962 


Mr.  Marcius  E.  Taber 
Centenary  Methodist  Church 
Pentwater,  Michigan 

Pear  Mr.  Taber: 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  inquiry  about  the  "Lincoln 
Birthday  Card". 

We  ori^inallv  obtained  tho  series  of  statements  from  Human 
Events,  who  cited  the  Marin  Tax  News  as  their  source. 

Subsequent  to  our  distribution  of  the  card,  we  had  several 
inquiries  as  to  source,  and  did  some  research  on  the  subject, 
only  to  find  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  doubt  as  to  its 
authenticity. 

I  am  sending  you  a  reprint  of  an  article  carried  in  the 

Ideas  on  Freedom"  magazine,  for  May,   1955  an  article 

which  attributes  the  statements  to  William  J.H.   Boetcker,  a 
retired  Presbyterian  minister. 

We  received  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Leland  M.  Ford, 
former  Congressman,  and  former  Supervisor  of  Los  Angeles 
County.     Mr.   Ford  stated  that  he  was  the  author  of  the 
quotations.     Perhaps  you'd  like  to  write  him  for  an  elaboration 
on  that  statement.     His  address  is: 

Leland  M.  Ford 

1020  El  Medio  Avenue 

Pacific  Palisades,  California 

It  is  an  unfortunate  chain  of  circumstances,  but  we  were  not 
the  only  ones  "taken  in"  by  the  much-publicized  statements. 


1 1 


Adai 

SAA:pb  Free  Enterprise  Department 

enc : 

RESOURCES  OVER  4.SO  MILLIDN  DOLLARS 
SANTA  MONICA  •  BAN  PEDRO  •  LONG  BEACH  •  LOS  ANGELES  CIVIC  CENTER  .  WEST  COVINA  •  PANORAMA  CITY 


01  e  it  t  e  n  a  r  u    <M  e  i  l|  u  b  i  »  t    01  1}  u  r  c  I] 


PENTWATER.  MICHIGAN 


I    U  9,  196? 


yx.  Leianc*  M.  Ford 

1C20  SI  'ledio  Avenue 

Facific  flllflfttj  California 

ou:  '  r.  Ford: 

Thrush  aoBB  correspondence  with  an  official  of  the  Coast 
Pederal  f  avin,  ?.  ami  Imm  A*Mol«t ion  T  hove  been  told  th«vt  you  are  the 
author  of  the    you  cannot..."  xciowo  ffo  often  attributed  to  ^brcham 
Lincoli; . 

I  uot*  under  the  iir.prece .'. on  -hct  V/:  11  Laic  J.  .1.  Boetclier,  a 

retired  Presbyterian  ftlnifttar  was  the  author. 

Will  you  pit.  as  e  let  iae  hear  frorc  ycu  in  rugard  to  this  natter 
of  authorship. 

Yours  eincerely, 


R,  Gerald  KcMurtry 

RGMthv 

P.S.    Please  find  enclosed  Lincoln  Lore  bulletin  No.  U87.    Please  note 
pare  3  "Lincoln  Never  Said  that". 

cc    Marcius  E.  Taber 


TELEPHONE:  GLADSTONE  4-1B2D 


Leland  M.  Ford 


1  □  Z  □  El  Medio  Avenue 


Pacific  Palisades.  California 


June  10,  1962. 


Mr,  R.  Gerald  McMurty,, 

The  Lincoln  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana* 

Dear  Sir: 

This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  April  9,  1962 •  I  have  just 
returned  from  Japan,  Hongkong,  Singapore,  Australia,  Fiji,  etc,  therefore 
the  delayed  answer*  This  referred  to, "Warning  Signs  on  The  Road  ToProsperity" 
inserted  by  me  in  the  Congressional  Record,  Vol,  37,  ptlO,  page  A117S,  on 
Friday  March  14,  1941     lou  stated  you  were  under  the  impression  that  a 
Win.  J.  H,  Boetcker  was  the  author  and  asked  to  hear  from  me, 

I  have  not  ever  heard  of  Boetcker  and  he  certainly  did  not  give  this  to 
either  myself  or  Jeffersonian  Democrats,  The  first  I  ever  heard  of  him, 
his  name  was  mentioned  by  Grace  R,  H#  Brosseau, editor  of  Daughter's  Of 
The  American  Revolution,    She  had  had  much  correspondence  on  this  matter, 
as  she  was  making  a  search.  In  her  letter  to  me  July  2,.  1950,  referring  to 
Boetcker  she  says, "The  Reverend  Gentleman  strikes  me  as  a  peculiar  individual 
and  he  tells  me  he  is  seventy  seven  years  old,"    Again  in  her  letter  to  me 
July  Ijf,  196b,  she  says, "I  do  not  know  the  Rev,  Boetcker  and  never  heard  of 
him  before,    I  heard  in  some  way  he  resigned  from  his  pastorate  and  took  up 
the  subject  of  labor  relations  as  his  avocation."  (Under  scoring  is  mine,) 
"but  as  to  that  I  know  nothing  either".      This -last  statement  may  have  a 
very  important  bearing  on  this  matter,    I  had  passed  a  bill  to  deport  Harry 
Bridges,  this  passed  the  House  363  for  and  20  against,    I  also  fought  Murray, 
John  L.  Lewis,,  Walter  Reuther,  Hitler,  Stalin,  Mussolini  and  others, 
I  called  these  menfche  misleaders  of  men  not  the  leaders. 


In  California  from  1933  and  the  following  ten  years  I  had  fought  the 
Sinclair  EPICs  who  had  a  formula  for  ending  poverty  in  California,  through 
capitalizing  tops  of  milk  bottles  and  trans-action  taxes  wherein  every  one 
endorsed  the  expenses  over  to  some  one  else  with  the  hope  thatsuch  expense 
would  never  catch  up  with  any  one,,  and  then  every  one  would  become  rich.  We 
had  this  fight  with  Upton  Sinclair  and  all  the  promoters,  drifters,,  grafters, 
pseudo-labor  leaders  that  drifted  into  California  from  other  places,  I 
openly  fought  the  CIO  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  as  a  Congressman, 
The  L,  A,  County  record  and  record  in  Washington  will  verify  this. 
There  was  also  the  ADA  Americans  for  Democratic  Action,  a  way  out  left  group, 
Workers  Alliance,  Communists,  Socialists,  and  others    who  bitterly  fought  me 
and  of  course  wished  to  discredit  me  or  detract  from  me    wherever  the/ could. 
The  truth  did  not  interfere  with  any  of  their  statements  or  actions, 

I  do  not  know  this  to  be  true,  but  if  Boetcker* s  labor  relations  went  along 
with  some  labor  groups,  I  could  then  possibly  see  why  he  might£&  wish 
to  discredit  me. 


So  far  as  I  know  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  statements. 


sheet  2. 

I  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1935  by  the  Governor 
Frank  kerriam  after  the  bitter  fight  over  Socialism,  Sinclairisra  in  Calif 

Therewere  many  democrats  in  California  who  would  not  take  socialism  or  * 
oinclainsm.    They  formed  the  Jeffersonian  Democrats  and  supported  me  when 

I  had  to  run  about  six  weeks  after  ray  original  appointment.  Iworked  with 
tnem,  we  were  successful,  having  beaten  17  opponents  put  up  by  the  above 

mentioned  groups  who  wished  to  defeat  me.    I  received  4,800  more  votes 
in  the  primary  than  the  whole  17  did,  and  I  was  elected  in  the  primary- 
I  was  asked  to  r#un  for  Congress  by  the  Young  Republicans,  I  ran  and  was 
elected  in  193S  and  again  in  1940,  being  defeated  by  the  above  mentioned 
leftists  and  Will  Rogers  Jr,  who  was  no  conservative  then. 
After  having  used  this  "10  points"  material  in  Supervisorial  and  Congress 
elections,  I  inserted  it  in  the  Congressional  Record  March  14,  1941. 
The  next  I  heard  of  this  was  when  Frances  Bolton  of  Ohio  placed  them  in 
the  Record  and  placed  Lincoln1  s  name  on  them.. 
I  began  correspondence    and  was  told  by  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Quarterly  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  that  definitely,.  Lincoln  was  not  the  author,  but 
the  Constitutional  Democrats  of  N.  Y.,  who  had  used  tKem  in  fall  of  1942 
might  be  the  authors. 

Then  I  heard  from  Mr.  David  C.  Mearns,  Ass»t.  Librarian  of  The  Library  of 

Congress,  Washington  D.  C.  as  per  his  letter  to  me  Jan.  31,  1050.    He  had 
written  the  Jeffersonian  Democrats  in  California    and  he  said,.  "An  officer 
of  The  Jeffersonian  Democrats  of  California  informs  me  that  he  believes  Mr. 
Ford  was  the  person  responsible  for  the  major  portion  of  the  quotations." 

The  following  is  a  little  lengthy  but  it  is  essential  in  getting  to  the 
conditions  that  actually  existed  and  the  backgrounds  of  people  during  the 
period  of  the  great  crash,  1929  and  the  following  ten  years. 
Majr  people  who  had  lost  their  all  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  seemed 
to  lose  their  power  of  reason.  They  were  drowning  financially,  so  like  a 
drowning  person  they  grasped  any  straw  or  thing  that  might  give  them  hope. 
There  appeared  grafters,  some  false  prpphets  and  many  good  people  who  each 
thought  he  had  the  solution  of  the  problems  of  depression. 

Many  screwball  solutions  ran  all  the  way  to  Communism,  Socialism,  divide  the 
wealth,  limitation  of  salaries,  the  Utopians,  and  many  others  all  calling 
for  some  kind  of  relief,  in  all  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  with  few 
ever  figuring  where  the  money  was  to  come  from,  or  who  was  to  finally  pay. 

I  was  a  Supervisor  of  L.  A.  County  (County  Commissioner  in  some  States)  and 
could  proceed  as  permitted  by  law.  This  was  immediately  to  becoming  Congress- 
man for  the  Sixteenth  Dist.  of  Calif. 

There  were  about  200,000  persons  on  relief  in  L.  A.  County,  and  more  came 
with  every  freight  train,  automobile  or  conveyance  coming  into  this  state  froi) 
other  states,  some  even  walking,  all  to  get  relief  from  our  county..  Authority 
tried  to  stop  the  wave  at  the  borders  of  the  state,  but  under  the  law  could 
not.    There  was  much  distress,  much  unemployment  and  there  were  no  jobs# 
Property  taxes  were  not  paid,  in  one  district  90$  of  the  taxes  were  unpaid,, 
people  could  not  and  some  would  not  pay.    We  had  to  keep  schools,  charity, 
and  government  in  all  districts. 

There  were  attempts  by  the  Workers  Alliance,  which  I  think  was  Communist 
inspired,  to  seize  the  City,  County,  and  State  offices  and  government  here. 
There  was  much  agitation  by  those  on  relief  and  those  trying  to  get  on, 

against  the  property  owner  and  businessman,  the  employer  and  others  and 
against  public  officials. 


Sheet  3. 

While  sitting  in  official  Supervisors  meeting  one  day  with  the  ususal  crowd,  * 
a  man  from  the  audience  jumped  across  the  rail  to  come  after  the  board, 
I  grabbed  him  and  the  Chairman  Roger  Jessup  and  the  deputy  sheriff  bailiff 
came  to  my  assistance.  We  took  two  revolvers  off  the  gentleman,  one  33  and 
one  45,  both  fully  loaded.    Conditions  got  really  bad  and  this  is  just  one 
example  of  what  we  were  up  against.    People  bec-ame  very  bitter  and  many 
were  incited  by  bad  leadership,  coming  in  most  part  from  outside  our  state. 

It  was  during  these  times  and  period  following  that  I  worked  with  and 
consulted  with  the  Jeffersonian  Democrats.    I  used  this  material    in  speeches, 
meetings,  etc,  both  during  my  Supervisorial  and  Congressional  campaigns. 
Numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  &  7  were  used  in  speeches  and  meetings  on  relief  and 
in  arguments  with  various  leaders.    6,  3,  9,  &  10  were  used  in  answer  to 
tax  payers  and  others,  some  of  whom  wanted  more  for    relief  regardless  of 
where  the  money  came  from  and  regardless  of  the  ultimate  results »  All 
these  people  appeared  before  us  in  addition  to  business  groups,  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  womens  groups  and  many  other.    The    numbers  were  used  as  they 
fitted  the  situation,,  also  the  conditions  at  the  time. 

I  was  being  criticised  and  these  were  some  of  the  answers  in  an  attempt  to 
given  constructive  and  American    trend  to  replace  much  erroneous  thinking 
and  bad  leadership* 

These  unfortunate  people  and  those  unemployed  were  hard  to  reason  with,  but 
by  telling  the  rank  and  file  these  things  contained  in  the  items  1  to  10,  we 
finally  triumphed  without  serious  riots  and  troubles. 

We  Board  members  were  as  relief  minded  as  any  one  else,  but  we  had  the  duty 
and  responsibility  to  maintain  law  and  order  as  well  as  the  solvency  of  the 
county  ,  and  at  the  same  time  operate  within  the  limits  of  the  law. 

While  Lincoln  did  have  his  problems,  they  were  not  of  the  type  as  outlined 
above  and  these  sayings  did  not  fit  nor  belong  to  his  time,* 
You  will  note  that  all  these  ten  points  do  fit  the  conditions  and  general 
pattern  of  the  problems  of  a  County  Supervisor  and  a  Congressman*  such  as 
unemployed,  relief,  social  security,  property  rights,  false  leadership,  social 
-ism,  communism,  labor  troubles,  public  money,  budgets,  taxes,  etc. 

On  the  other  hand  I  know  the  years  1916  &  1917.    I  do  not  knov;  anything 
in  those  years  that  would  provoke  thought  and  sentiment  along  the  lines  of 
the  ten  points.    They  were  war  years,    And    let  me  say  I  did  not  hear  much 
about  any  of  these  things*    The  record  will  show  what  kind  of  years  they 
were.    I  do  not  recall  any  unemployment,  relief  etc,  but  I  do  remember/ 
war  bride  stpcks,  furnishing  arms  to  allies  and  much  employment. 

These  are  mine.    They  are  the  only  thing  I  receied  from  my  venture  in 
politics. 

After  all  you  have  a  right  of  opinion,  aftgr  thinking  this  over,  what  is 
your  judgement)? 

All  the  others  have  given  me  the  credit* 


TELEPHONE:  GLADSTONE  4-1B28 


Leland  M.  Ford 

1D2D  El  Medio  Avenue 
Pacific  Palisades,  California 


June  21,  1962. 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  National  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne, 

Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

This  will  refer  to  your  letter  June  13,  1962. 

It  appears  you  did  not  really  need  any  information  from  me  to  come 
to  any  conclusions,  that  writing  me  was  just  a  matter  of  form. 
This  reminds  me  of  the  new  judge  in  California  who  told  the  lawyers 
in  a  case  before  him,  "You  need  not  submit  any  facts  in  the  case, 
as  I  have  already  made  up  my  mind." 
I  know  what  my  position  is  whether  you  do  or  not. 

You  seem  to  ride  otfer  the  fact  that  when  this  first  came  up,  Boetcker 
and  others  all  caliraed  a  date  before  1941.    Now  after  mauling  it  over 
the  dates  appear  to  have  been  changed.    I  never  heard  of  these  dates. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  if  any  one  wished  to  change  a  date  it  could  be 
done. 

If  A.  D.  C.  and  some  other  left  wingers  thought  they  could  injure  me, 
it  is  my  belief  that  they  would  do  any  thing  in  their  power  to  do  so. 

Verytruly  yours, 


TELEPHONE:   GLADSTONE  4-1B2B 


Leland  M.  Ford 

IPSO  El  Medio  Avenue 
Pacific  Palisades,  California 


June  21,  196$* 


r.  R.  Gerald  I-Icriurtry, 
The  Lincoln  IJational  Foundation, 
Fort  '..'ayne,  ) 
Indiana.  / 

L  3 

"car  :r.  I.cIIurtry:  / 
This  wlU  refer  to  your  letter  June  13,  1962. 

It  appears  you  did  not  really  need  a*iy  information  from  me  to  come 

/ 

to  any  conclusions,  that  writing  m^>  was  just  a  matter  of  fornu 

/ 

This  reminds  me  of  the  new  judge/in  California  who  told  the  lawyers 
in  a  case  before  him,  "You  neec^  not  submit  any  facts  in  the  case, 
as  I  h.  ve  already  made  up  my  mind." 
I  knov;  what  my  position  is  whether  you  do  or  not. 

You  seem  to  ride  otfer  the  fact  that  .hen  this  first  came  upf  Boetcker 
and  others  all  calimed  a  date  before  1941.    Now  after  mauling  it  over 
the  dates  apoear  to  have  been  changed.    I  never  heard  of  these  dates. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  if  any  one  wished  to  change  a  date  it  could,  be 
done. 

If  A.  D.  C.  and  some  other  left  winders  thought  they  could  injure  me, 
it  is  my  belief  that  they  would  do  any  thin-   in  their  power  to  do  so. 

Verytruly  yours,  ( 

n 


CC  David  C.  Mearns 

Asst.  Librarian,  Library  of  Congress. 
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(Again  this  year  we  have  the  privilege  of  }iaving  a  guest 
editorial  on  Abraham  Lincoln  by  Mr.  Robert  S.  Barton  of 
Foxboro,  a  noted  authority  on  Lincoln,  whose  birtliday 
anniversary  is  observed  next  Sunday.  We  are  greatly 
indebted  to  Mr.  Barton  jor  this  original  contribution.  — 
Editor  ) 

Are  They  Lincoln's  Words  01  Wisdom"! 

Within  the  past  year  or  so,  a  collection  of  ten  little  dec- 
larations of  economic  principles  has  been  printed  and  re- 
printed  in  various  publications  throughout  the  country. 
Sometimes  they  have  appeared  with  the  heading,  "Words 
of  Wisdom."   Here  they  are: 

You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging 
thrift. 

You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the 
strong. 

You  cannot  help  small  men  by  tearing  down  big  men. 
You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich. 
You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner  by  pulling  down  the 
wage-payer. 

You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more 
than  your  income. 

You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  incit- 
ing class  hatred. 

You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on  borrowed 
money. 

You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by  taking 

away  a  man's  initiative  and  independence. 
You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for  them 
what  they  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 
Speakers  have  quoted  them,  and,  like  the  editors,  the 
speakers  have  attributed  them  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  Then- 
wording  is  so  simple  and  straightforward,  their  meaning  so 
plain,  and  their  soundness  and  truth  so  obvious,  that  it  is 
easy  to  believe  that  Lincoln  did  utter  them  on  some  historic 
occasion. 


They  represent  Lincoln's  own  views.  He  could  have 
written  or  spoken  the  sentences.  But  it  just  happens  that 
he  didn't.   He  never  saw  them. 

So  many  letters  came  to  the  office  ot  the  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Association,  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  asking  where  and 
when  the  "quotation"  was  originally  used,  that  Dr.  Roy 
P  Basler  Executive  Secretary,  felt  obliged  to  track  it  down. 
He  has  recently  published  the  results  of  his  detective  work 

The  -quotation-  was  printed  in  the  Congressional 
Record,  February  2,  1948,  having  been  inserted  thereby 
Mrs  Frances  P.  Bolton,  a  Member  of  Congress,  Irom  Ohio. 
Its  appearance  there  undoubtedly  seemed  to  give  it  au-| 

thenticity.  .    .       ,  . 

Skipping  the  various  intermediate  steps  backward,  the 
'  Words  of  Wisdom"  apparently  had  their  ^  Publication 
on  the  back  page  of  a  leaflet,  distributed  in  the  Fall  of  194- 
by  the  Committee  tor  Constitutional  Government.  As 
the  first  page  bore  some  Lincoln  quotations  which  were 
equally  appropriate  -  and  which  were  genuine  -  it  was 
quite  natural  tor  readers  to  attribute  the  back-page  quot* 
tion"  to  the  same  source.  „ 

Abraham  Lincoln  gave  us  many  "words  ot  wisdom  and 
much  plain-spoken  commonsense;  but  in  the  case  of  toe 
quotation  above,  someone  else  was  the  author.  It  Lmcok 
could  read  it  today  he  would  not  claim  ,t,  however  much 
he  might  agree  with  its  principles.  ■  •  ■  j 


FROM l    3L00MFEELD  COILBOE  ATI  SJJMXE&tt 
Bloomfield,  ITew  Jersey 

'  Gordon  A,  Grant,  Director  of  Public  Relations 

Phone  I    31oomfip.ld  2-M07 


For  Immediate 
.«*k<\  Release 
c"T\i^  February  3,  1950 


31oomfield,  F^J,— -    "A  prophet  is  riot  without  honor*  • 
In  the  January  17th  issue  of  LOOK  magazine  there  appeared  a  striking  full  page 
editorial  of  timely  interest,    The  editorial  was  entitled  "LOOK  thinks  it's 
about  time  for  the  country  to  remember  (what)  Abraham  Lincoln  said;  t 
1\  You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift, 
2,  vou  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the  strong, 

[small) 

3    You  cannot  help  ^trt^on.^ men  by  tearing  down  big  men, 

^    You  cannot  help  the  wage  earner  by  pulling  down  the  wage  payer* 

■  \  y 

5  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  encouraging  class  hatred 

6  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich, 

7  You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on  borrowed  money, 

8  You  ce.nnot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more  than  you  earn, 

9  You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by  taking  away  man' s  initiativ 
and  independence, 

10    You  cannot  help  men  permanent lv  by  doing  for  them  what  they  could 
and  should  do  for  themselves," 

This  editorial  drew  widespread  attention.    For  example  the 
Mutual  3enefit  Life  Insurance  Company  considered  these  statements  a  worthy  con- 
tribution to  the  thinking  of  their  friends  and  clients,    Mr,  Herbert  G.  Eenagy 


-  -2- 

felt  it  worthwhile  to  learn  what  occasioned  the  preparation  of  such  a  decalogue. 
,,fith  the  help  of  the  company's  research  and  Library  staffs  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Hazel  "irk  Levins  an  inquiry  was  begun.. 

Only  then  was  it  discovered  that  Mr.  Lincoln  never  uttered 
these  words,  though  they  had  boon  attributed  to  him  on  many  prior  occasions 
as  veil  as  in  the  prosont  instance.    Mr.  Samuel  3.  Colt,  an  enthusiastic  col- 
lector of  Lincolniana,  pointed  out  however  that  "even  if  these  maxims  wore  not 
Lincoln's  .  .  .  they  (an)  true  today  and  tomorrow  too." 

Trom  research  done  on  the  matter,   those  participating  be- 
lieve the  original  material  to  bo  the  work  of  an  alumnus  of  Bloomficld  College 
and  Seminary,  Bloomfiold,  row  Jersey.    Thc^  credit  authorship  to  tho  Reverend 
Villiam  J.  H,  Boetckcr,  of  the  Bloomficld' s  class  of  1397,  now  living  in  Erie, 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Frederick  Schweitzer,  the  President  of  Bloomficld,  com- 
menting on  the  quotation,  pointed  out  that  "the  policies  of  our  educational  in- 
stitution represent  tho  combined  thinking  of  our  alumni,  our  students,  our 
faculty  and  our  Board  of  Directors.     It  is  not  at  all  surprising  therefore  that 
the  ten  points  quoted  by  LOO!!  magazine  are  at  least  in  part  consonant  with  the 
aims  of  the  school.    One  of  our  ^ims,  for  instance,  specifics  the  intontion  » tO 
inculcate  fundamental  principles  of  American  representative  government  while 
dispelling  tho  illusions  of  antagonistic  ideologies  disguised  as  popular  panacoas", 

"Bloomfiold  Cplleso",  Dr.  Schweitzer  added  "has  its  roots 
deep  in  the  post  colonial  period.     Tho  administration,  faculty  and  students  are 
dccpl"  imbued  with  a  strong  faith  in  tho  basic  characteristics  of  American 
government  and  business  enterprise  which  have  made  this  country  a  leader  in 
world  affairs." 

M  'l.juinjui 
TrWii  i:  \f, tit 


Gets  'Lincoln 
Quote'Origin 

Mutual  Benefit  Librarian 
Traces  Maxims  to  Ex- 
Jersey  Resident 

Authorship  of  the  now-famous, 
10-point  quotation  extensively  but 
erroneously  attributed  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  been  traced  to  Rev. 
William  J.  H.  Boetcker  of  Erie,  Pa., 
a  former  Jersey  resident.  The  re- 
search work  which  established  the 
maxims  as  those  of  Dr.  Boetcker 
was  done  by  Miss  Hazel  Kirk 
Levins,  librarian  for  the  Mutual 
Benefit  Life  Insurance  Co.  here. 

Mutual  first  became  interested  in 
the  quotation  several  weeks  ago. 
■when  Herbert  G.  Kcnagy.  company 
vice  president  in  charge  of  public 
relations,  was  considering  inclusion 
of  the  10  points  in  the  firm*s  report 
to  policyholders. 

Kenagy.  with  the  aid  of  Miss 
Levins,  soon  established  that  the 
maxims  were  not  Lincoln's,  al- 
though they  had  been  quoted  as 
such  in  the  Congressional  Record, 
a  national  picture  magazine  and 
numerous  trade  and  industrial  pub- 
lications. 

Traced  to  Source 

The  words  were  subsequently 
traced  back  to  a  1942  pamphlet  pub- 
lished by  the  Committee  for  Con- 
stitutional Government  in  New 
York.  The  quotation  was  printed 
there  without  credit,  but  further 
research  uncovered  an  earlier  com- 
mittee pamphlet  which  carried  the 
words  over  the  credit  line.  "Inspira»- 
tion  of  William  J.  H.  Boetcker." 

Replying  to  an  inquiry  by  Miss 
Levins,  Dr.  Boetcker  claimed  au- 
thorship of  the  quotation.  He  added 
that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  he  has 
copyrighted  the  words  several 
times,  they  have  been  plagiarized 
repeatedly. 

The  maxims,  as  they  are  cur- 
rently known,  evolved  over  many 
years.  Some  of  the  phrases  and 
most  of  the  ideas  contained  in  the 
10  points  also  appear  in  a  published 
collection  of  Dr.  Boetcker's  sayings 
that  date  back  to  1919. 

Earlier  Version  LonRer 

An  early  version  of  the  quotation 
contains  the  same  10  points  but 
goes  to  greater  length  to  express 
them  and  frequently  uses  different 
wording.  This  list  was  published  by 
Dr.  Boetcker  in  his  magazine.  "The 
American  Charter."  which  is  de- 
scribed on  the  cover  as  the  "com- 
pass, rudder  and  steering  wheel  for 
Americansm." 

Dr.  Boetcker.  who  is  a  prolific 
writer,  was  graduated  from  Bloom- 
field  Seminary  in  IS01.  His  first 
church  was  the  German  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Shelbyville,  Ind. 
He  is  77. 

.......  '  '  ■     '  '  •• 


O.  E.  M. Keller 


500  Richardson  Bldc 


Toledo.  Ohio 


Feb.  24,  1951 


The  Lincoln  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen : 


The  writer  sent  the  enclosed  card  with  quotation  from 
Lincoln  out  to  a  large  number  of  people.    A  few  days 
later,  the  head  of  a  large  advertising  agency  told  me 
that  this  quotation  was  not  authentic. 

I  believe  Mr.  K.  D.  Keilholtz  of  Hollywood,  California 
wrote  you  about  this  same  quotation  some  time  back  and 
he  heard  from  you  that  it  was  authentic  and  you  gave 
the • reference. 

I  wonder  if  you  would  advise  me  of  its  authenticity, 
together  with  the  reference  as  to  when  it  was  used. 

I  would  appreciate  this  very  much. 


P.  S.     I  am  enclosing  another  quotation  which  was  sent  out 
by  Mr.  Keilholtz.    Could  you  give  me  the  information  on 
that  also? 


OEMKtkg 


"You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity 
by  discouraging  thrift.    You  cannot 
.  «     strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the 

strong     You  cannot  help  the  wage  earner 

^J"  by  pulling  down  the  wage  payer     You  can- 
not further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by 

4  n  encouraging  class  hatred     You  cannot 
establish  sound  security  on  borrowed 
money     You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble 
by  spending  more  than  you  earn  You 
cannot  build  character  by  taking  away 
man's  initiative  and  independence  You 
cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing 
for  them  what  they  could  and  should  do 
for  themselves  " 


-    Abraham  Lincoln 


Compliments  of: 

0,  E.  M.  Keller 
500  Richardson  Bldg. 
Toledo  4,  Olio 


February  26,  1951 


Mr.  0.  E.  M.  Kel  ar 
500  ilichrirdson  Bldg. 
rA>ledo,  Ohio 

Dear  Mr.  Keller j 

The  all edged  Lincoln  quotations 
which  you  have  circulated,  .-dthau.^i  they  oontain 
Lincoln  sentiment,  are  not  the  direct  quotati  nns 
of  the  anancl-ator,  as  explained  in  detail  in  the 

enclosed  oopy  of  Lincoln  tore  #1085, 

The  quotations  under  the  n^me  of 
Canton  D.  Xetlho3tz  are  excerpted  from  .'torahasi 
Lincoln* 3  Iteply  to  a  Committee  from  the  Vorkingmen's 
Association  of  New  York  which  was  made  March  21,  1864, 

Vary  truly  y^urs, 


mfm 


Margaret  Moellering 

Secretary  to  Dr.  Varren 


Oi\  LINCOLN'S  1IIIIIIIDAY 

I  confess  that  I  do  not  often  read  the,  to  me,  dry, 
uninteresting  editorial  page  of  the  Daily  Oklahoman; 
but  a  friend  has  called  my  attention  to  a  recent  attempt 
to  use  Abraham  Lincoln  in  defending  some  of  their 
ideas. 

This,  the  birthday  of  that  greatest  of  all  Ameri- 
cans, might  be  a  good  time,  from  my  humble  corner, 
to  try  to  set  the  record  straight. 

The  editorial  in  question  begins  with  a  quotation 
from  Lincoln  picked  up  and  used  by  President  Eisen- 
hower: 

"The  dogmas  of  the  quiet  past  are  inadequate  to  the 
etormy  present.  The  occasion  is  piled  high  with  difficulty 
and  we  must  rise  to  the  occasion.  As  our  case  is  new  so 
we  must  think  anew  and  act  anew." 
Which  sentiment  might  have  been  all  right  for  Lin- 
coln yesterday  and  Eisenhower  today;  but  not  for  the 
Oklahoman  editors.  They  just  don't  believe  that  some 
things  ever  change,  cussed  human  nature,  for  instance. 
And  they  seek  to  improve  on  the  President's  witness  by 
adding  to  the  testimony  already  offered  as  follows: 

"Of  theae  ageless  verities  Lincoln  also  spoke.  And  some  of 
1  his  remarks  in  this  connection  sound  as  though  they,  too,  were 
addressed  to  the  present  sceae. 
"Lincoln  said. 

"  Tou  can  not  establish  sound  security  on  borrowed  money. 
■  *You  can  not  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the 
strong. 

"  Tou  can  not  help  the  wage  earner  by  pulling  down  the 
wage  payer. 

"  "You  can  not  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich. 

"  'You  can  not  keep  out  of  tiouble  by  spending  more  than 

you  earn. 

"  'You  can  not  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for  them 

what  they  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 
"  "You  can  not  build  character  and  courage  by  taking  away 

men's  initiative  and  independence.' 
"All  these  words  of  Lincoln  add  up  to  a  powerful  indictment 
of  welfare  government.  And  certainly  they  are  as  pertinent  now 
as  the  quotation  selected  by  the  President." 

*        *        *  • 

Sounds  phoney,  don't  you  think?  And  it  is.  Our 
authority?  We  believe  that  even  the  Oklahoman  editors 
will  concede  it  is  above  reproach — Harper's  Magazine 
for  May  1950.  If  the  Oklahoman's  own  library  does 
not  contain  this  issue  of  one  of  America's  very  finest 


magazines  we  feel  certain  that  a  copy  may  be  secured 
from  one  of  our  public  libraries. 

The  article  in  question  is  titled  "Lincoln  Never  Said 
That"  and  is  by  Albert  A.  Woldman.  The  editorial  note 
states  that  Woldman  is  author  of  "Lawyer  Lincoln,"  an 
attorney  and  director  of  industrial  relations  of  the  state 
of  Ohio. 

•  •       •  • 

The  quotations  which  the  Oklahoman  so  blithely 
attributes  to  Lincoln  were  actually  written  by  Rev. 
William  J.  H.  Boetcker  and  published  by  him  in  1916, 
more  than  fifty  years  after  Lincoln's  death.  He  used 
them  in  other  pamphlets  in  1917, 1938  and  1945. 

More  recently  an  organization  in  New  York  City, 
the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government,  printed 
a  leaflet  on  "Lincoln  on  Limitations."  An  authentic 
Lincoln  statement  appeared  on  one  side  and  on  the  re- 
verse side  were  these  quotations  of  which  the  Okla- 
homan makes  such  neat  use — with  this  important  ex- 
ception, however:  with  a  credit  line  "Inspiration  of 
Wm.  J.  H.  Boetcker!" 

As  the  author  of  the  Harper's  article  so  well  states: 
"There  was  no  reason  for  Lincoln  to  say  any  of  these 
things  .  .  .  the  words  do  not  ring  true  .  .  .  They  were 

made  to  order  for  present  day  consumption." 

•  #       #  * 

How  completely  have  some  folks  lost  their  per- 
spective, even  to  dragging  Lincoln  from  his  musty  old 
tomb  up  Springfield  way  to  try  to  prove  a  point?  Can't 
you  imagine  the  chuckling  he  would  do  about  such  small 
potatoes  business  ? 

Not  so  easy  to  chuckle  about  some  other  things, 
however.  For  instance,  Chester  Francis'  back-breaking 
job  of  raising  the  money  to  get  his  O.  U.  Glee  Club  to 
New  York  to  appear  on  "Toast  of  the  Town"  television 
show  last  Sunday  night.  Nary  a  stick  of  publicity,  nary  a 
boost  from  the  daily  papers  here  because  the  show 
wouldn't  be  seen  on  their  own  station! 

Anyway,  a  grand  job,  Mr.  Francis,  a  great  honor 
to  our  State  and  University  and  a  performance  that  was 
truly  great. 

Freda  Ameringer 

..    ■ i-  - 
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KUP'S  COLUMN 


KUPCINET 


The  Lincoln  hoax:  Ralph  Newman,  the 
Lincoln  scholar  and  bookseller,  was  the  speaker 
at  a  Lincoln  Day  rally  in  Madison,  Wis.,  -Fri- 
day. There  he  predicted  that  in  the  great 
flow  of  Lincoln  oratory  over  the  weekend 
01'  Abe  most  assuredly  would  be  misquoted 
by  some  speakers.  "Lincoln,"  Newman  told 
his  audience,  "has  become  one  of  the  most 
misquoted  figures  in  history."  Little  did  Newman  realize,  when 
he  made  his  prediction,  that  a  Lincoln  misquote  would  hit  the 
Page  Is  the  very  next  day. 

POSTMASTER  GEN.  SUMMERFIELD,  innocent  or  other- 
wise, was  the.  perpetrator  of  the  Lincoln  misquote,  which  has 
been  popping  up  since  1942  and  has  been 
traced  back  by  Lincoln  scholars  to  1916.  Surn- 
merfield  had  included  the  Lincoln  hoax  in  a 
speech  prepared  for  delivery  last  Saturday. 
Copies  of  his  speech  were  distributed  before- 
hand and  one  of  them  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Steve  Mitchell,  the  Democratic  national  chair- 
man, who  promptly  labeled  it  for  what  it  was — 
a  fake.  Thereupon  Summerfield  deleted  the 
quote  from  his  address. 


RALPH 
NEWMAN 


THIS  IS  THE  PHONY  QUOTE  so  often 
attributed  to  Lincoln:  "You  cannot  bring  about 
prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift.  You  cannot  strengthen  the 
weak  by  weakening  the  strong.  You  cannot  help  the  wage 
earner  by  pulling  down  the  wage-payer.  You  cannot  further  the 
brotherhood  of  man  by  encouraging  class  hatred.  You  cannot 
help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich.  You  cannot  establish  sound 
security  on  borrowed  money.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble 
by  spending  more  than  you  earn.  You  cannot  build  character 
and  courage  by  taking  away  man's  initiative  and  independence. 
You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for  them  what  they 
could  and  should  do  for  themselves." 

NOW  LET'S  SEE  HOW  a  hoax  like  this  is  born.  'Way  back 
in  1916,  a  Rev.  William  John  Henry  Boetcker  of  Wilkinsburg, 
Pa.,  published  a  pamphlet  of  "Gold  Nuggets,"  in  which  he 
listed  the  above  statements  as  a  series  of  "don'ts."  There  was 
no  allusion  whatever  to  Lincoln  at  that  time.  But  in  1940,  the 
American  Federation  of  Investors  published  another  pamphlet, 
containing  the  same  "don'ts,"  but  calling  them  "Warning  Signs 
on  the  Road  to  Prosperity."  Again,  Lincoln  was  not  mentioned 
by  name — but  the  investors'  pamphlet  carried  a  picture  of  the 
Lincoln  tomb  on  its  cover,  thus  implying  that  the  contents  were 
all  Lincoln  quotes. 

BY  NOW  THE  HOAX  was  on  its  way.  It  turned  up  again 
in  1942,  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government, 
which  was  waging  a  propaganda  battle  against  the  government's 
wartime  directive  prohibiting  salaries  of  more  than  $25,000. 
But  this  time  the  quotes  were  attributed  directly  to  Lincoln. 
As  a  result  the  hoax  spread  like  wildfire  and  turned  up  in  radio 
scripts,  Lincoln  Day  speeches,  magazines  and  newspapers. 

THK  LINCOLN  HOAX  even  has  been  inserted  in  the 
Congressional  Record.  In  1948,  Rep.  Frances  P.  Bolton  (R-Ohio) 
thought  the  quotes  were  an  appropriate  expression  of  the  times 
and  had  them  inserted.  All  this  time,  Newman  points  out, 
Lincoln  scholars  were  fighting  desperately  to  correct  the  error. 
But  the  quotes,  attributed  to  Lincoln,  turned  up  faster  than  they 
could  be  refuted.  And  the  man  who  unconsciously  started  the 
hoax  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boetcker.  Lincoln  scholars  call  it, 
instead  of  a  Lincoln  address,  "Boe.tcker's  Wilkinsburg  address"! 


/  a  f  *  c>    1   ■  '  '  ' 

Lincoln  Didn't  Say  It 


Dean  RusseU 


Next  to  Jefferson,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln is  probably  the  most  quoted  — 
and  quotable  —  President  we  ever 
had.  And  as  is  the  case  with  all 
famous  persons,  Lincoln  is  some- 
times credited  with  words  he  didn't 
utter.  Probably  the  most  famous 
example  is  this : 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  pros- 
perity by  discouraging  thrift. 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the 
weak  by  weakening  the  strong. 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  by 
tearing  down  big  men. 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by 
destroying  the  rich. 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage- 
earner  by  pulling  down  the 
wage-payer. 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trou- 
ble by  spending  more  than 
your  income. 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  broth- 
erhood of  man  by  inciting  class 
hatred. 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  se- 
curity on  borrowed  money. 

9.  You  cannot  build  character 
and  courage  by  taking  away  a 
man's  initiative. 

10.  You  cannot  really  help  men  by 
having  the  government  tax 
them  to  do  for  them  what  they 


can  and  should  do  for  them- 
selves. 

Lincoln  didn't  say  that  —  at 
least,  not  in  those  exact  words.  The 
author  is  William  J.  H.  Boetcker, 
a  retired  Presbyterian  minister. 
Yet  the  words  were  credited  to  Lin- 
coln in  a  national  magazine,  in  the 
Congressional  Record,  and  in  many 
house  organs,  newspapers,  and 
radio  programs. 

The  confusion  began  when  an  ex- 
cellent quotation  on  property  by 
Lincoln  was  printed  on  one  side  of 
a  leaflet  which  contained  the  above 
10  points,  unsigned,  on  the  other 
side.  Several  prominent  persons 
who  received  the  leaflet  jumped  to 
the  conclusion  that  Lincoln  was  the 
author  of  both  quotations,  and  they 
said  so.  As  a  result,  we  will  prob- 
ably continue  to  read  this  "Lincoln 
quotation"  in  various  places  and 
from  time  to  time. 

Many  of  us  are  overly  impressed 
by  whose  name  is  actually  signed 
to  a  statement  rather  than  by  what 
the  statement  says.  Because  of  this, 
unfortunately,  there  will  probably 
be  some  who  will  tend  to  discount 
the  merit  of  these  10  principles 
when  they  find  that  they  were 


phrased  by  a  comparatively  un- 
known minister  rather  than  by 
Abraham  Lincoln.  If  so,  they 
should  know  that  Lincoln  certainly 
endorsed  these  same  general  ideas 
in  different  words.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  they  represent  his 
fundamental  beliefs. 

For  example,  here  is  Lincoln 
himself  along  the  same  line: 
'■'Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor. 
Property  is  desirable,  is  a  posi- 
tive good  in  the  world.  That 
some  should  be  rich  shows  that 
others  may  become  rich  and 

hence  is  just  encouragement  to 
industry  and  enterprise.  Let 
not  him  who  is  houseless  pull 
dpwn  the  house  of  another,  but 
let  him  work  diligently  to 
build  one  for  himself,  thus  by 
example  assuring  that  his  own 
shall  be  safe  from  violence  .  .  . 
I  take  it  that  it  is  best  for  all 
to  leave  each  man  free  to  ac- 
quire property  as  fast  as  he 
can.  Some  will  get  wealthy.  I 
don't  believe  in  a  law  to  pre- 
vent a  man  from  getting  rich; 
it  would  do  more  harm  than 
good." 
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Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  2-12-57 


Misquotations  of 
Ibraham  Lincoln 

*  •■Vou  cannot  help  the  poor,  bydestroying 

^  "cannot  streni&fen^e weak  by 
weakening  the  strong." 

"You  cannot  life  the  wage-earner  by  pull- 
ing down  the  wage-payer." 

••You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on 

borrowed  money."  .  .n9 

"You  cannot  really  help  men  by  having 
the  government  tax  them  to  do  for  them 
"hat  they  can  and  should  do  for  them- 

^These  are  five  of  the  10  points  frequently 
credited  to  Abraham  Lincoln  by  orators  at 
Uncoln  Day  damns.  After  the  Republican 
National  Committee  had  circulated  the  10 
points  in   1054,  and  was  challenged  b 
^perts  on  Lincoln's  life  and  works  it 
acknowledged  that  they  were  "a  disputed 
quotation"  but  said  they  had  been  attrib- 
uted to  Lincoln  by  reputable  sources  m  the 

^Five  iars  earlici^Roy  Basler,  j  iitor  of 

the  Abrahanl  Lincoln  Quarterly,  had  sought 
n-ac,  these  "un-Llincoln-Uke  homilies 
°o  their  source,  lie  wrote  in  Decembe,  1040 
the  10  points  had  first  appeared  n ^  he 
autumn  of  1040  on  the  back  of  a  katte 
distributed  by  the  Committee  for  Consttu 
tional  Government  with  offices  in  Ne» 

^SS5S~  has  now  traced 

no  printed  or  other  reference  to  Lincoln 

Ten  Points"  before  that  year. 

Lincoln  is  the  most  misquoted  of  all 
Andean  presidents,  with  Thomas  e«er- 
son  a  close  second.  Among  other  things 
Person  did  not  say  ™£™J 
is  best  which  governs  least.  The  Libia  > 
of  Congress  says  that  one  was  apparently 
coined  by  Elbert  Hubbard. 


LINCOLN  LORE 


fa/ 


LINCOLN  NEVER  SAID  THAT 


extreme  conditions  such  as  these  that 
had  caused  many  people  to  believe 
that  steamboat  traffic  up  the  Sanga- 
mon was  feasible.  Undoubtedly  the 
Sangamon  would  have  been  easy  to 
navigate  in  the  spring  of  1831  and 
during  the  summer  months  of  1835. 
However,  when  Captain  Vincent  A. 
Bogue  attempted  to  revolutionize  the 
freight  business  on  the  Sangamon 
River  in  the  early  spring  of  1832  the 
results  were  not  encouraging.  While 
the  Talisman  with  the  aid  of  two 
pilots,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  J.  Rowan 
Herndon,  did  move  up  the  Sangamon, 
passed  New  Salem  and  Sangamo  Town 
to  Portland  Landing,  there  was  con- 
siderable apprehension  that  the  steam- 
boat would  not  be  able  to  make  the 
return  trip  due  to  receding  water. 

After  a  week  at  Portland  Landing 
Captain  Bogue  was  compelled  to 
back  out  the  steamboat  (the  channel 
was  too  narrow  to  negotiate  a  turn) 
in  great  haste  the  entire  distance. 
Except  during  floods  the  Sangamon 
River  was  not  navigable  in  a  prac- 
tical sense  and  no  other  enterprising 
river  boat  captain  ever  attempted 
to  duplicate  the  voyage  of  Vincent 
A.  Bogue. 

The  Sudden  Change  December  20,  1836 

The  sudden  change  in  temperature 
that  occurred  in  Illinois  on  December 
20,  183(5  has  been  recorded  in  many 
local  state  histories.  It  has  been  esti- 
mated that  the  cold  wave,  coming 
from  the  northwest,  traveled  a  dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  miles  in  eight 
and  one  half  hours,  or  about  thirty- 
five  miles  an  hour.  However,  others 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  cold 
wave  traveled  at  least  seventy  miles 
an  hour. 

The  morning  of  December  20th  was 
so  warm  that  it  is  believed  that  a 
thermometer  would  have  indicated 
forty  degrees  above  zero,  possibly 
higher.  A  pioneer  by  the  name  of 
Preston  Breckinridge  gave  John  Car- 
roll Power  a  detailed  account  of  the 
phenomenon  when  he  was  compiling 
information  for  his  book,  "History  of 
the  Early  Settlers  of  Sangamon  Coun- 
ty, Illinois":  "He  had  just  taken  his 
dinner,  and  was  sitting  near  a  window, 
between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  in  view  of  a  pool  of  water, 
ten  or  twelve  inches  deep.  He  heard 
a  terrific  roaring  sound.  Suddenly 
the  rain  ceased,  and  it  became  quite 
dark.  The  first  touch  of  the  blast 
scooped  all  the  water  out  of  the  pool. 
Some  of  it  returned,  but  in  a  moment 
it  was  blown  out  again,  and  scattered 
in  frost  and  ice,  leaving  the  pool 
empty,  and  the  bottom  frozen  dry. 
He  said  it  had  been  raining  slowly  all 
the  fore  part  of  the  day,  and  so 
warm  that  he  thinks  a  thermometer 
would  have  stood  as  high  as  forty 
degrees  above  zero  .  .  .  and  that  the 
first  touch  of  the  tempest  would  have 
brought  it  down  to  zero  in  a  second  of 
time." 

T.  G.  Onstot  in  his  book,  "Pioneers 
of  Menard  and  Mason  Counties"  er- 
roneously stated  that  the  "cold  day" 
was  in  December,  1837.  Onstot  also 
made  the  unbelievable  remark  that 
"The  mercury  fell  100  degrees  in  less 
than  five  minutes."  Perhaps  the  merc- 
ury (if  there  had  been  a  thermometer) 
did   fall   to   20  degrees   below  zero 


Editor's  Note:  Nearly  every  week  since  1949 
several  letters  are  addressed  to  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation  Inquiring  about  the 
authenticity  of  the  "You  Cannot  .  .  ."  axioms 
attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  Lincoln 
Lore,  Number  1085,  January  23.  1950,  "Axioms 
Credited  to  Lincoln.  Unauthentic",  t hi-  editor 
of  the  bulletin  attempted  to  settle  once  and 
for  all  the  fact  that  Lincoln  was  not  the 
author  of  the  ten  point  quotation.  However,  the 
brand  ''spurious"  has  not  checked  the  growing 
interest  in  the  axioms. 

In  order  that  attention  may  again  be  focused 
on  the  spurious  claim  of  authorship  the  above 
mentioned  Lincoln  Lore  is  reprinted.  How- 
ever, since  this  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore  was  pub- 
lished in  1950,  it  has  been  discovered  that  the 
Rev.  William  J.  H.  Boctcker  of  Erie.  Pennsyl- 
vania wrote  the  axioms  and  that  they  were 
first  published  by  him  in  1916.  He  also  used 
them  in  other  pamphlets  in  1917,  l!i:i8  and 
1945.  In  1942  the  ten  axioms  were  published 
by  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Govern- 
ment with  the  credit  line  "Inspiration  of  Wm. 
J.  H.  Boetcker"  with  an  authentic  quotation  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  other  side  of  the 
sheet  entitled  "Lincoln  on  Limitation."  When 
a  later  edition  of  the  leaflet  was  printed  by  the 
committee  they  left  off  the  name  of  Boetcker. 
This  and  subsequent  editions  were  then  pub- 
lished which  lead  readers  to  assume  that  the 
words  of  both  sides  of  the  sheet  were  the 
words   of  Lincoln. 

The  arresting  title  of  this  editor's  note 
"Lincoln  Never  Said  That"  is  borrowed  from 
Albert  A.  Woldman's  arti-le  that  appeared  in 
Harper's  Magazine  for  May  1950.  Woldman 
wrote,  "There  was  no  reason  for  Lincoln  to 
say  any  of  these  things  .  .  .  the  words  do  not 
line  true  .  .  .  They  were  made  to  order  for 
present  day  consumption." 

In  order  that  this  bulletin  may  do  something 
more  than  call  attention  to  the  error  in  author- 
ship made  inadvertently,  we  are  submitting  in 
bold  type,  under  each  of  the  axioms  prepared 
by  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Govern- 
ment, genuine  statements  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
properly  authenticated  which  do  at  least  carry 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  widely  cir. 
culated  axioms. 

The  reprint  of  a  portion  of  Lincoln  Lore, 
Number  1085.  January  23.  1950,  "Axioms 
Credited   to    Lincoln.    Unauthentic"  follows: 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  pros- 
perity by  discouraging  thrift. 

"Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor — is  desir- 
ahle — is  a  positive  good  in  the  world.  That 
some  should  be  rich,  shows  that  others  may 
become  rich,  and  hence  is  just  encouragement 
to  industry  and  enterprize." 

Washington.    March    21,  1864 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak 
by  weakening  the  strong. 

"We  proposed  to  give  all  a  chance;  and  we 
expected  the  weak  to  grow  stronger,  the  ignor- 


which  would  have  been  a  drop  of  60 
degrees  in  a  period  of  five  minutes. 

There  are  many  fantastic  stories 
about  wagon  wheels  frozen  solid  in 
mud,  duck  with  feet  frozen  in  ice 
which  moments  earlier  had  been 
water,  and  of  horsemen  frozen  to 
their  saddles.  There  are  also  tragic 
stories  about  men  who  lost  their  lives 
from  the  extreme  cold  and  suffered 
bankruptcy  as  a  result  of  the  loss  of 
their  livestock. 

On  the  day  of  the  sudden  change 
Lincoln  was  in  Vandalia,  Illinois,  in 
the  State  House,  serving  as  a  Whig 
legislator.  On  this  day,  on  Lincoln's 
motion,  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  new  county  to  be  formed  out  of 
Sangamon,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  composed  of  Wilson  of 
Sangamon,  Richardson  of  Schuyler 
and  himself.  Apparently  the  sudden 
change  of  temperature  on  December 
20,  1836,  caused  Lincoln  no  discom- 
fort. 


ant,  wiser;  and  nil  better,  and  happier  to- 
gether." 

Fragment,    (July   1.   1854  ?) 
"Capital  has  its  rights,  which  arc  as  worthy 
of   protection  as  any  other  rights." 

Washington.  Message  to  Congress, 

Dec.  3.  1861 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  by 
tearing  down  big  men. 

"Let  not  him  who  is  houseless  pull  down 
the  house  of  another;  hut  let  him  labor  dili- 
gently and  build  one  for  himself,  thus  by  ex- 
ample assuring  thai  his  own  shall  he  safe 
from   violence   when  built." 

Washington,   March   21.  1864 

"There  is  no  permanent  class  of  hired  labor- 
ers amongst  us  .  .  .  The  hired  laborer  of 
yesterday,  labors  on  his  own  account  to-day ; 
and  will  hire  others  to  labor  for  him  to- 
morrow." 

Cincinnati.  Fragment.   (Sept.  17,  1859?) 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  de- 
stroying the  rich. 

"It  is  best  for  all  to  leave  each  man  free 
to  acquire  property  as  fast  as  he  can.  Some 
will  get  wealthy.  I  don't  believe  in  a  law  to 
prevent  a  man  from  getting  rich;  it  would 
do  more  harm  than  good.  So  while  we  do  not 
propose  any  war  upon  capital,  w-e  do  wish  to 
allow  the  humblest  man  an  equal  chance  to 
get  rich  with  everybody  else." 

New  Haven.   Conn..   March   6,  1860 

"Men  who  are  industrous.  and  sober,  and 
honest  in  the  pursuit  of  their  own  interests 
should  after  a  while  accumulate  capital,  and 
after  that  should  be  allowed  to  enjoy  it  in 
peace." 

Cincinnati.  Sept.   17.  1859 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner 
by  pulling  down  the  wage-payer. 

"If  they  (industrious,  sober  and  honest 
men)  should  choose  when  they  have  accumu- 
lated it  (capital)  to  use  it  to  save  themselves 
from  actual  labor  and  hire  other  people  to 
labor  for  them  is  right/' 

Cincinnati,   Sept.   17.  1859 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by 
spending  more  than  your  income. 

"No  country  can  sustain,  in  idleness,  more 
than  a  small  percentage  of  its  numbers." 

Milwaukee.  Sept.  30.  1859 

"Universal  idleness  would  speedily  result 
in   universal  ruin." 

Springfeld.  Dec.  1.  1847 
"You  do  not  work  much,  merely  because  it 
does  not  seem  to  you  that  you  could  get  much 
for  it.  This  habit  of  uselessly   wasting  time, 
is  the  whole  difficulty." 

Letter  to  John  D.  Johnston,  Dec.  24,  1848 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  brother- 
hood of  man  by  inciting  class  hatred. 

"Let  us  discard  all  this  quibbling  about  this 
man  and  the  other  man — this  race  and  that 
race  and  the  other  race  being  inferior  .  .  .  and 
unite  as  one  people  throughout  this  land." 

Chicago.  July  10,  1858 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  secur- 
ity on  borrowed  money. 

"An  individual  who  undertakes  to  live  by 
borrowing  soon  finds  his  original  means  de- 
voured by  interest  and  next,  no  one  left  to 
borrow  from — so  must  it  be  with  a  govern- 
ment." 

Whig  Circular,  March  4.  1843 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and 
courage  by  taking  away  a  man's  in- 
itiative and  independence. 

"That  each  of  you  may  have  through  this 
free  government  which  we  have  enjoyed,  an 
open  field  and  a  fair  chance  for  your  industry, 
enterprise    and  intelligence." 

Washington.   Aug.  22,  1864 
"We  must  inquire  what  it  is  that  has  given 
us  so  much  prosperity  .  .  .  This  cause  is  that 
every  man  can  make  himself." 

Kalamazoo.   Mich..   Aug.   27.  1856 

10.  You  cannot  help  men  perman- 
ently by  doing  for  them  what  they 
could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

"The  legitimate  object  of  government  is  'to 
do  for  the  people  what  needs  to  be  done,  but 
which  they  can  not,  by  individual  effort,  do  at 
all,  or  do  so  well,  for  themselves.'  " 

Fragment.    (July  1,   1854  ?) 


Cl  icapo  Daily  reus 
Chicapo,  Illinois 
Decerter  22,  1%2 


Lincoln  Never 
Snid  That 

Several  weeks  ago,  I  used  a 
series  of  quotations  attributed 
to  Abraham  Lincoln  which 
turn  out  to  be  axioms  prepared 
some  years  ago  by  the  Com- 
mittee for  Constitutional  Gov- 
ernment. 

It  appears  that  Lincoln  never 
said,  "You  cannot  bring  about 
prosperity  by  discouraging 
thrift." 

■  But  he  did  say  on  March  21, 
1864:  "Prosperity  is  the  fruit 
of  labor  —  is  desirable  —  is  a 
positive  Rood   in   the  world. 

I  hat  some  should  be  rich, 
sho\>s  that  others  may  become 
rich,  and  hence  is  just  encour- 
agement to  industry  and  enter- 
prise." 

Lincoln  didn't  say:  "You 
cannot  strengthen  the  weak 
by  weakening  the  strong." 

The  martyred  President's 
version  was  in  1854:  "We 
proposed  to  give  all  a  chance; 
and  wc  expected  the  weak  to 
grow  stronger;  the  ignorant 
wiser,  and  all  better,  and  hap- 
pier together."  And  in  1861, 
Lincoln  said:  "Capital  has  its 
rights,  which  are  as  worthy 
of  protection  as  any  other 
rights." 


»     »  » 

ANOTHER  quotation  er- 
roneously attributed  to  Lin- 
coln: "You  cannot  help  men 
permanently  by  doing  for 
them  what  they  could  and 
should  do  for  themselves." 

Hut  Lincoln  really  said  in  j 
1854:  "The  legitimate  object  | 
of  government  is  to  do  for 
the  people  what  needs  to  be 
done,  but  which  they  cannot, 
by  indivdual  effort,  do  at  all, 
or  do  so  well,  for  themselves." 
*     *  » 

THERE  ARE  many  other 
widely  circulated  but  spurious 
quotations  credited  to  Lincoln. 
They  do  bear  some  resem- 
blance to  his  expressed  senti- 
ments. 

This  all  goes  to  show  how 
not  too  scrupulous  public  rela- 
tions men  can  rewrite  Lin- 
coln, and  con  the  public.  1 
was  set  straight  by  historian 
Ralph  G.  Newman. 

If  you  are  interested  in  this 
subject,  write  to  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  for  a  copy 
of  "Lincoln  Never  Said  That" 
and  be  wiser,  as  1  now  am. 

JOHN  S.  KNIGHT  S 

1 o7u*  L>  O  0  A  ' 1 
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Lincoln  Didn't  Say  It 


SEVERAL  WEEKS  ago,  I  used 
a  series  of  quotations  attributed  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  which  turn  out 
to  be  axioms  prepared  some  years 
ago  by  the  Committee  for  Consti- 
tutional Government. 

li  appears  that  Lincoln  never 
said,  "You  cannot  bring  about  pros- 
perity by  discouraging  thrift." 

But  he  did  say  on  March  21,  18b4: 
"Prosperity  is  the  fruit  of  labor— 
is  desirable— is  a  positive  good  in 
the  world.  That  some  should  be 
rich  shows  that  others  may  become 
rich,  and  hence  is  just  encourage- 
ment to  industry  and  enterprise." 

Lincoln  didn't  say:  "You  cannot 
htrengthen  the  weak  by  weakening 
the  strong." 

The  martyred  President's  \er- 
sion  was  in  1854:  "We  proposed 
to  give  all  a  chance;  and  we  ex- 
pected the  weak  to  grow 
.stronger;  the  ignorant  wiser; 
and  all  better,  and  happier  to- 
gether." And  in  1861,  Lincoln 
said:  "Capital  has  its  rights, 
which  are  as  worthy  of  protec- 
tion as  any  other  rights." 

Another  quotation  erroneously 
attributed  to  Lincoln:  "You  cannot 
help  men  permanently  by  doing  for 
them  what  they  could  and  should 
do  for  themselves." 

But  Lincoln  really  said  in  1854: 
"The  legitimate  object  of  govern- 
ment is  to  do  for  the  people  what 
needs  to  be  done,  but  which  they 
cannot,  by  individual  effort,  do  at 
all,  or  do  so  well,  for  themselves." 

There  are  many  other  widely 
circulated  but  spurious  quotations 
credited  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  They 
do  bear  some  resemblance  to  his  ex- 
pressed sentiments. 

This  all  goes  to  show  how  not 
too  scrupulous  public  relations  men 
can  rewrite  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  con 
the  public.  I  was  set  straight  by 
historian  Ralph  G.  Newman. 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject, write  to  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana,  for  a  copy  of  "Lincoln 
Never  Said  That"  and  be  wiser,  as 
1  now  am. 


JOHN  S.  KNIGHT 
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Ten  Statements  Lincoln  Never  Uttered 


In  1916,  the  Rev.  William  J.  H. 
Boetcker  of  Erie,  Perm.,  wrote  10  axioms. 
He  published  them  that  year  and  again 
in  1917,  1938  and  1945.  In  1942,  the  10 
axioms  were  published  by  the  Committee 
for  Constitutional  Government  with  a 
credit  line  to  Boetcker  and  with  some 
loosely  parallel  statements  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  on  the  back.  A  later  edition  of 
this  leaflet  left  off  the  Boetcker  credit, 
and  thus  there  started  in  many  people's 
minds  the  assumption  that  Lincoln  had 
uttered  what  was  on  both  sides. 

Lincoln  Lore,  a  publication  at  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  has  set  forth  to  correct  the 
record.  It  began  this  task  in  1950,  but 
as  with  other  inaccuracies  elsewhere  in 
the  world,  these  about  Lincoln  persist 
despite  denial. 

The  10  axioms  which  Boetcker  wrote, 
and  which  since  have  been  attributed  to 
Lincoln  (and  which  Lincoln  might  very 
well  have  endorsed,  but  certainly  did 
not  utter)  are: 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity 
by  discouraging  thrift. 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak 
by  weakening  the  strong. 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  by  tear- 
ing down  big  men. 


4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  de- 
stroying the  rich. 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner 
by  pulling  down  the  wage-payer. 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by 
spending  more  than  your  income. 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood 
of  man  by  inciting  class  hatred. 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  secur- 
ity on  borrowed  money. 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and 
courage  by  taking  away  a  man's  initiative 
and  independence. 

10.  You  cannot  help  men  permanently 
by  doing  for  them  what  they  could  and 
should  be  doing  for  themselves. 

The  ideas  behind  Boetcker's  axioms 
undoubtedly  were  good.  Some  of  them 
are  a  trifle  oversimplified,  but  a  sympa- 
thetic reader  can  find  room  to  believe 
them.  The  only  thing  about  them  to 
which  Lincoln  researchers  object  is  their 
attribution  to  Lincoln,  when  they  should 
be  attributed  to  Boetcker. 

Such  attribution  is  somewhat  like 
attributing  "God  tempers  the  wind  to  the 
shorn  lamb"  to  the  Bible,  when  actually 
it  is  not  in  the  Bible,  but  is  from  Sterne's 
"Sentimental  Journey"  —  though  even 
there,  Sterne  used  it  in  a  manner  to  im- 
ply that  he  was  quoting  it  from  some 
other,  but  unnamed,  source. 


THE  TRIBUNE. 

LINCOLN  NEVER  SAID  IT 

Chicago,  Sept.  2 — A  letter  in 
the  Voice  of  the  People  lAug. 

31]  stated  that 
Abraham  Lin- 
coln said,  "You 
cannot  help 
the  poor  by 
destroying  the 
rich.  Etc."  This 
is  a  spurious, 
unauthen- 
ticated  axiom 
attributed  t  o 
Lincoln,  one 
ot  the  10  "You 
Rumehr  cannot"  state- 

ments: 

"You  cannot  fl)  bring  about 
prosperity  by  discouraging 
thrift;  [2]  strengthen  the  weak 
by  weakening  the  strong;  [3] 
help  small  men  by  tearing 
down  big  men;  [4J  help  the 
poor  by  destroying  the  rich;  [5] 
lift  the  wage-earner  by  pulling 
down  the  wage-payer;  [61  keep 
out  of  trouble  by  spending 
more  than  your  income;  [7] 
further  the  brotherhood  of  man 
by  inciting  class  hatred;  [8] 
establish  sound  security  on 
borrowed  money;  191  build 
character  and  courage  by 
taking  away  men's  initiative 
and  independence;  [101  help 
men  permanently  by  doing  for 
them  what  they  could  and 
should  do  for  themselves." 

It  has  so  far  been  established 
that  the  quotation  first  ap- 
peared in  1 91 G  in  '  Gold  Nug- 
gets," published  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.,  by  the  Rev.  William 
J.  H.  Boetcker. 


in  1942,  the  Committee  on 
C o n s ti t u  tional  Government 
published  a  leaflet,  "Lincoln 
on  Limitations."  The  front  of 
the  leaflet  carried  authentic 
words  of  Lincoln  on  labor, 
gleaned  from  his  speeches  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  on  March  6, 
1860,  and  at  Washington  on 
March  21.  1864.  On  the  reverse 
side,  and  disassociated  from 
the  genuine  Lincoln  quotations 
by  the  caption,  "The  Ten 
Points— They  Cost  So  Little," 
were  Boetcker's  ten  points. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  seri- 
ous challenge  to  their  authen- 
ticity until  used  as  Lincoln 
quotations  by  Rep.  Frances  P. 
Bolton  LR,  0.]  in  the  House 
Feb.  2,  1949,  and  later  sepa- 
rately printed  as  a  broadside. 
Mrs.  Bolton  had  received  them 
from  someone  who  had  heard 
Galen  Drake's  broadcast  of 
Nov.  30,  1948. 

The  late  Edward  A.  Rumcly, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Constitutional  Gov- 
ernment, in  response  to  in- 
quiries about  the  origin  of  the 
"Ten  Points"  statements,  de- 
clared: "The  'Ten  Points— They 
Cost  So  Little'  were  worked  up 
by  the  Committee  for  Constitu- 
tional Government  out  of  ma- 
terial and  suggestions  that 
came  to  it  from  its  own  ad- 
visers and  outside  sources.  .  .  . 
We  do  not  attribute  them  to 
Lincoln." 

There  are,  of  course,  many 
other  instances  where  these 
particular  aphorisms  appear 
under  the  authorship  of  Lin- 
coln, and  the  error  continues 
to  be  compounded  altho  efforts 
have  been  made  to  correct  it. 

Charles  T.  Smutny 
e-  I  AfL^"  Librarian, 

0«s^>,  b,  1  Chicago  Tribune  Library 
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date  line)  as  a  youthful  printer  who, 
"in  his  remote  residence,  had  never 
seen  a  machine  press."  The  reporter 
continued:  "We  saw  him  often  here, 
during  the  time  his  application  was 
before  the  Patent  Office,  and  were  as 
much  impressed  by  his  modesty  and 
intelligence  as  with  the  ingenuity  of 
his  invention." 

In  his  Specification  of  Letters  Pat- 
ent, Nicolay  stated,  "My  invention  re- 
lates to  an  improved  and  simple  ar- 
rangement of  printing  press.  It  con- 
sists of  the  peculiar  combination  and 
adaptation  of  conical  impressing  cyl- 
inders and  their  respective  distribut- 
ing rollers  to  the  face  or  bed  of  a 
wheel  or  disk  arranged  and  operating 
as  hereinafter  more  fully  described 
by  reference  to  the  drawing,  whereby 
a  press  is  produced  combining  sim- 
plicity, cheapness,  and  efficiency  of 
action,  whether  constructed  to  be  op- 
erated by  hand  or  other  power." 

It  is  not  believed  that  Nicolay 
stayed  in  Washington  until  the  patent 
was  issued  because  his  Patent  Number 
9805  bears  the  date  of  October  5,  1852. 
For  about  six  months  the  inventor 
devoted  his  full  time  to  furthering 
his  invention,  but  eventually  he  was 
back  at  the  Free  Press  office  as  owner 
and  editor. 

Nicolay's  "Improvement  in  Sash- 
Fasteners"  was  a  devise  "to  prevent 
(a)  window  from  being  raised  from 
the  outside."  The  Patent  No.  108  171 
is  dated  October  11,  1870.  This  time 
Nicolay  gave  his  residence  as  Spring- 
field  (Sangamon  County),  Illinois. 

His  Folding  Chair  bears  the  Patent 
No.  445  190  and  is  dated  January  27, 
1891.  The  Foundation  has  Nicolay's 
original  patent  model.  Helen  Nicolay 
made  the  following  statement  regard- 
ing the  patent:  "A  folding  camp  stool 
with  a  comfortable  back,  for  which 
his  daughter,  using  it  on  sketching 
expeditions,  blessed  him  many  times." 
The  Letters  Patent  give  Nicolay's 
address  as  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia. 

Like  Lincoln's  invention,  not  one  of 
Nicolay's  patents  ever  proved  finan- 
cially profitable. 

Ver-ry  Inter- resting 
(If  True?) 

EDITOffS  NOTE:  Little  known  references  to 
the  Lincoln  family  in  Kentucky  have  always 
appealed  Id  the  editor,  as  he  is  a  native  of 
the  Blue  Grass  State.  and  recently  while 
checking  an  item  in  Emanuel  Hertz's.  The 
Hiddn  Lincoln.  The  Viking  Press.  1038.  Wil- 
liam H.  Herndon's  letter  to  Jesse  Weik.  Janu- 
ary 9,  1886.  came  under  close  scrutiny.  Hern- 
don  related  to  Weik  a  very  questionable  story 
that  he  claimed  occurred  in  1817  (the  Lincoln 
family  moved  to  Indiana  in  December.  1816) 
which  he  attributed  to  Mentor  Graham.  The 
statement  follows: 

The  name  of  the  man  is  Mentor 
Graham;  he  was  an  intelligent  man, 
a  good  and  a  truthful  man,  and  yet 
in  some  things  he  was  "sorter 
cranky."  About  the  year  1817  he  was 
traveling  from    to  Elizabeth- 
town,  Kentucky.  In  passing  from  

to  the  latter  place  he  saw  at  a  little 
place  a  crowd  of  men,  stopped,  hitched 
his  horse,  and  went  among  the  crowd, 
soon  found  out  that  a  man  had  killed 
his   wife.    Persons   were  expressing 
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The  original  folding  camp  chair  pat- 
ented by  John  G.  Nicolav,  Januarv 
27,  1891. 


their  horror  of  the  act.  Soon  after 
Graham  had  stopped  Thomas  Lincoln 
and  his  boy  Abraham  came  along  and 
stopped,  went  among  the  crowd,  found 
out  what  was  the  matter,  had  some 
conversation  with  the  crowd,  and  now 
comes  the  nib  of  this  letter.  After 
all  the  people  had  expressed  their 
ideas,  one  of  the  men  said  to  Abra- 
ham: "My  little  boy,  what  do  you 
think  of  such  a  deed?"  The  boy 
studied  a  moment,  and  gave  a  terse 
and  eloquent  idea  of  the  cruel  deed. 
Graham  says  that  the  boy  was  very 
sad,  that  his  language  was  eloquent 
and  feeling  for  one  so  young.  The 
remarks  which  he  made  astonished  all 
present,  were  pronounced  good,  plain, 
terse,  and  strong,  and  says  Graham : 
I  have  now  known  Mr.  Lincoln  for 
more  than  fifty  years  and  I  can  see 
the  same  trait  of  character  and  the 
same  style  now  in  Lincoln  that  I  did 
in  1817  in  Kentucky  .  .  . 


The  Ten  Maxims  — 
Not  Lineolirs  Words 

Every  year  the  Republican  National 
Committee  in  Washington,  D.  C,  fur- 
nishes speech  material  for  those  poli- 
ticians who  are  called  upon  to  make 
Lincoln  Day  addresses.  Such  compila- 
tions for  1967,  1968,  1969  and  1970 
have  been  acquired  by  the  Founda- 
tion. 

While  a  great  many  of  the  topics 
for  discussion  deal  with  current  is- 
sues, as  seen  from  the  Republican 
Party's  point  of  view,  some  are  con- 
cerned with  Abraham  Lincoln  with 
such  topics  as  "Lincoln's  Life  in 
Brief,"  "Lincoln's  Farewell  Address 
at  Springfield,"  "Lincoln's  Second  In- 


augural Address,"  "Lincoln  Quotes," 
"Lincoln's  Plan  of  Campaign  in  1840," 
"Lincoln  The  Republican,"  and  "Lin- 
coln Anecdotes." 

The  compiler  of  this  Lincoln-Re- 
publican information  warned  the  Lin- 
coln Day  orators  that,  "that  there  is 
a  popular  misapprehension  that  the 
.  .  .  ten  maxims  were  authored  by 
Lincoln"  (See  illustration  "Ten  points 
by  Wm.  J.  H.  Boetcker).  The  Lincoln 
Day  orators  were  cautioned  not  to 
use  the  maxims  as  Lincoln's  words 
even  though  in  1950  they  were  in- 
serted in  the  Congressional  Record, 
and  were  printed  in  Look  Magazine, 
under  the  mistaken  impression  that 
they  were  Lincoln  quotes.  In  fact,  in 
1954,  the  ten  maxims  were  widely  read 
and  circulated  in  a  Lincoln-Day 
speech  of  a  Cabinet  Member. 

The  case  of  mistaken  identity  pos- 
sibly arose  from  a  3  x  5  inch  leaflet 
that  the  Committee  for  Constitutional 
Government  distributed  prior  to  1950. 
One  side  was  labeled  "Lincoln  on 
Limitation,"  followed  by  bona-fide 
words  of  Lincoln,  enclosed  in  quota- 
tion marks.  The  other  side  of  the 
leaflet  was  headed  "Ten  Points  — 
They  cost  so  little  .  .  .  They  are 
worth  so  much!"  These  ten  points 
were  not  enclosed  in  quotation  marks. 
However,  in  later  printings  in  the 
absence  of  a  stated  source  and  with 
the  deletion  of  Boetcker's  name,  the 
understandable  impression  was  that 
they,  too,  were  Lincoln  quotes. 

The  ten  points  actually  originated 
with  the  Rev.  William  J,  H.  Boetcker, 
a  retired  minister  of  Erie,  Pa.,  who 
authored,  copyrighted  and  first  printed 
them  in  1916.  Later  the  Committee 
for  Constitutional  Government  ap- 
parently adopted  them  for  a  Lincoln 
leaflet,  printed  them  under  Lincoln's 
"by-line,"  but  with  the  notation:  "In- 
spiration of  Wm.  J.  H.  Boetcker." 
Later  this  reference  to  Mr.  Boetcker 
was  dropped  from  the  leaflet,  and 
the  later  undated  C.C.G.  flier  possessed 
by  the  Republican  National  Com- 
mittee Research  Division  contained  no 
reference  to  Mr.  Boetcker's  inspira- 
tion, or  that  of  anyone  else;  thus 
leaving  the  impression  that  the  ten 
points  were  suggested  by  Lincoln. 


Ti  n  Points  

They  cost  so  little  

They  are  north  M  mnohl 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity 

by  discouraging  thrift. 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak 

by  weakening  the  Krone. 

3.  You  rannol  help  >mall  men 

by  tearing  down  big  men. 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor 

by  destroying  the  ri«  b. 

5.  You  cannot  lilt  the  wage-earner 

by  pulling  down  the  wage-payer. 


6. 

You 

cannot  keep  out  of  trouble 

by 

spending  more  than  your 

income. 

7. 

You 

cannot  further  the  lirotlir 

bond 

ol  m 

by 

inciting  clan  haired. 

8. 

You 

rannot  establish  «ound  sect 

rily 

borrowed  money. 

9. 

You 

cannot  build  character  and 

courage 

by  takm*  away  a  man'i  initiative 
and  independence. 
10.   Yoa   rannol   help    mm  prrrrwnrnlly 
Iit  doinn  for  thrm  *hat  ihev  ronld 
and  fhou.d  do  tor  ft— 

In.punHon  nf  U  rn.  J.  //.  tloftcktr 


U  r*«  »'*  <•  «<>ir<lmt*  tali  kit*  >■  Mmil,  m*n\»n  «f 
fni  thank.  Lotta*  •>  aaUa,  wtol  ia  roar  arm,  wa 

•  til  •■rr'r  10  h—,  pa«t  ,  •■■(  •*»■»».«•.  a*«a  f^tnn   lay  la 
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Youconnoh  brinq  prosperity  bq  discouraqinq  thrift 
You  cannot  slrenqthen  the  weak  bq  weafeeninq  thestronq. 
You  cannot  help  the  vaqe  earner  bq  pullinq  down  the  waqe  paqer. 
-  Vou  cannot  further  brotherhood  of  man  bq  encouraqinq  hatred. 
7ou cannot  help  Lhe  poor  bq  destroqmq  the  rich. 
You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  bq  spend  inq  more  than  qou  earn. 
You  cannot  build  character  and.  couraqe  by  tafe.inq  awaiq' 

man's  initiative  and  independence. 
You  cannot  help  man  permanently  bq  domq  for  them  wha  t 
theq  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

..     Abraham  Lincoln 


Words  From  The  Wise 


Lincoln  Aphorisms 


Not 


So. 


s  Reader 


The  Daily  Times: 

One  doesn't  know  whether  to 
lau"h  or  snort  at  the  editorial 
page  cartoon  with  which  you 
edified  your  readers  on  Lin- 
coln's birthday. 

The   whole  aeries  of 
coin"   sayings  painstakingly 
hand-printed  by  your  peculiar 
cartoonist  is  n  ^vA-Umdn 
never  said  any  of  thorn,  rhev 
havo  been  exposed  over  and 
and  over  as  hoaxes.  Yet  here, 
in  1072  en  Lincoln's  birthday, 
comes  The  Daily  Time,  (and 
God    forbid,  Hie  whole  mw 
chain?)   printing  thesa  crude 
Inventions  nil  ovorn^ain. 

T  challenge  you,  and  your 
po<-uHar  crrlonnist.torndimy 
such  sayings  in  any  nuthcnli- 
rated  collodion  of  Llnro.n  « 
works.  They  are  reactionary, 
NAM  ptoR  .iircrlnR— "What 
primitive  Ito|»iWlean  parly- 
lino    men    wish  Lincoln  had 

*>£  far  back  .as  1918  a  Lin- 
coln export  named  Ajhert  A 
Wold  man  cxi>osed  these  alleg 


cd  sayings  as  fraudulent  in 
Harper's  Magazine  (in  an  arti- 
cle  entitled   "Lincoln  Never 
Said  That.'")  The  authoritative 
publication  "Lincoln  Lore,"  is- 
J.nln<l  by  the  Lincoln  National 
3  ifo  Foundation  of.  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind     lias  repeatedly  exposed 
them   as   Hie  Invention  ot  a 
nVciister  in  Evie,  Pa.,  name 
William  J.H.  Booteker--a ,man 
who,  like  your  cartoonist,  had 
no  ear  whatever  for  the  ca- 
dences of  Lincoln ian  prose. 

The  [act  that  these  frauds 
have  been  widely  reprin.ed. 
and  have  appeared  in  the  Con- 
crresslonal  Record,  does  not  ol 
course,  alter  the  fact  that  they 
are  out-and-out  frauds. 

May  1  RupROst  a  li trie  more 
editorial  cauti:n?  Next  wo  will 
ho  .seeing  in  The  Daily  Times 
the  fake  Hitler  law-and-civer 
f.uotc,  and  yet  rnottier  vei Jjcm 
of   II L    Mencken's  bathtub 


hoax. 


RICHARD  HANSER 
1815  Palmer  Ave. 
Larcluiiont 


JOURNAL  GAZETTE 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 
Oct.  5,  1972 


POu  MR  VOTERS 


Don't  Like 
Clerk's  Mote 


BLOOMFIELD  HILLS,  Mich. 
(AP)  —  Supp-Jinors  of  Demo- 
cratic  presidential  nominee  Sen. 
George  McGovern  are  angry 
with  the  Eloomtield  Hills  Town- 
ship clerk  because  she  added  a 
">;rsonal  touch"  to  voter  re- 
istration  cards  mailed  to  town- 
ship residents. 

Delores  Little,  the  township 
dark,  included  with  the  cards 
a  poem  erroneously  attributed 
to  Abraham  Lincoln.  McGov- 
ern's  state  campaign  head- 
quarters  contends  the  poem 
was  is  a  partisian  political 
statement. 

In  part,  the  poem  said: 
"You  cannot  bring  about  pros- 
p  e  r  i  t  y  by  discouraging 
thrift.... You  cannot  strengthen 
the  weak  by  weakening  the 
strong.. ..You  cannot  help  the 
wage  earner  by  pulling  down 
the  wage  payer.. .You  cannot 
h  j  the  poor  by  discouraging 
the  rich.. ..You  cannot  help 
men  permanently  by  doing  for 
them  what  they  should  be 
doing  for  themselves." 

Beneath  Lincoln's  name 
were  two  additional  sen- 
tences:  ''Have  times 
changed???  President  Lin- 
coln's comments  might  be  re- 
membered when  casting  your 
ballot  Nov.  7, 1972!" 

One  irate  "recipient,  Robert 
H.  Gorlin,  o.'  Pontiac,  com- 
plained that  it  was  a  partisan 
political  statement  sent  out  at 
the  taxpayers'  expense.  He 
sent  a  copy  to  McGovern's 
Michigan  campaign  headquar- 
ters in  Detroit. 


Mrs.  Little  said  she  ordered 
the  mailings  halted  imme- 
diately when  her  office  re- 
ceived a  complaint. 

"I  never  considered  it  parti- 
san," she  said. 

A  spokesman  at  McGovern 
headquarters  termed  the 
poem  "outrageous."  The 
spokesman  said  Mrs.  Little's 
actions  "are  less  than  prope:-" 
for  someone  who  is  respon- 
sible for  registering  voters 
"with  all  kinds  of  political  be- 
liefs." 

Ironically,  the  poem,  which 
has  been  widely  attributed  to 
Lincoln  in  the  past,  is  re- 
peated almost  word  for  word 
.  i  the  booklet  "Lincoln  Never 
Said  Phat,"  prepared  by  the 
;.;  .  oin  Library  and  Museum 

at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  __ _^ 

^MafE  Neeiy,  a  museum 
spokesman,  szld  the  quotes 
apparently  originated  "back 
in  1916  by  a  Rev.  Boetker," 
who  was  paraphrasing  Lin- 
coln's views  as  he  interpreted 
them.  y 


St .  Petersburg  Tines 


EJitori al 


April  7, 


Abe  Didn't  Say  That 


State  Sen.  Richard  Decb,  Re- 
publican of  St.  Petersburg,  issued 
a  press  release  March  23  (on  Flori- 
da Senate  stationery)  announcing 
that  he  had  gained  approval  of  the 
Pinellas  County  School  Board  to 
have  a  framed  quotation  of  Rev. 
William  J.  H.  Boctcker  of  Erie, 
Pa.,  placed  in  the  halls  of  every 
school  in  Pinellas  County. 

"TEACHINGS  OF  many  great 
men  down  through  the  centuries 
are  just  as  profound  in  today's 
world,"  Sen.  Deeb  said,  "and  our 
students  should  have  the  benefit  of 
this  wisdom." 

Rev.  William  J.  H.  Boctcker  of 
Erie,  Pa.? 

Well,  Sen.  Decb  announced  that 
the  quotation  was  from  Abraham 
Lincoln.  But  it  wasn't  the  great 
President  who  attracted  him,  it 
was  the  philosophy  of  the  quota- 
tion. 

Deeb  said  the  quotation  "puts 
the  matter  of  a  man's  own  initia- 
tive in  the  proper  perspective,  and 
I  believe  that  in  many  cases  a  stu- 
dent may  get  more  real  education 
from  these  sage  remarks  than  he 
will  in  the  classroom  all  day  long." 

THE  SENATOR  took  a  swipe  at 
teachers  by  adding,  "1  am  con- 
cerned that  the  philosophy  of  many 
educators  today  runs  in  a  different 
vein." 

Well,  we  expect  many  educa- 
tors are  equally  concerned  about  a 
senator  attempting  to  post  bogus, 
politically  tinged  messages  in  the 
schools. 

The  Deeb  quotation  just  didn't 
sound  like  Lincoln.  Here  it  is: 

"You  cannot  bring  about  pros- 
perity by  discouraging  thrift.  You 
cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by 
weakening  the  strong.  You  cannot 
help  the  wage  earner  by  pulling 
down  the  wage  payer.  You  cannot 
further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by 
encouraging  class  hatred.  You  can- 
not help  the  poor  by  destroying  the 
rich.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trou- 
ble by  spending  more  than  you 
earn.  You  cannot  build  character 
and  courage  by  taking  away  man's 


initiative  and  independence.  You 
cannot  help  men  permanently  by 
doing  for  them  what  they  could 
and  should  do  for  themselves." 

And  those  words  are  not  Lin- 
coln's According  to  Oliver  Orr, 
manuscript  historian  for  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  they  were  writ- 
ten and  published  by  Rev.  Boctck- 
er first  in  1916.  In  1942,  the  good 
minister's  quotation  was  reprinted 
by  a  group  called  the  Committee 
for  Constitutional  Government 
with  one  from  Lincoln  on  the  back 
of  the  sheet.  Subsequent  reprints, 
says  historian  Orr,  switched  the  at- 
tributions. Since  1962,  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  has  been  trying  to 
correct  the  error. 

With  just  a  little  initiative,  Deeb 
could  have  found  that  out  himself. 
Or  his  staff  could  have  done  for 
him  what  he  should  have  done  for 
himself.  We  hope  Deeb's  legisla- 
tive work  is  based  upon  better  re- 
search than  this. 

IF  REMINDERS  of  President 
Lincoln's  great  wisdom  are  desired 
for  Pinellas  schools,  perhaps  this 
memorable  quotation  from  his  sec- 
ond inaugural  would  be  appropri- 
ate: 

"With  malice  toward  none,  with 
charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the 
right,  Jet  us  strive  on  to  finish  the 
work  we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the  na- 
tion's wounds,  to  care  for  him  who 
shall  have  borne  the  battle  and  for 
his  widow  and  his  orphan,  to  do  all 
which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a 
just  and  lasting  peace  among  our- 
selves and  with  all  nations." 

That  beats  Sen.  Deeb's  Rev. 
Boctcker  anytime. 

FOR  THE  SCHOOL  Board,  we 
suggest  thai  this  embarrassment 
be  a  lesson  that  it  has  a  duty  to  re- 
sist those  who  want  to  post  their 
own  philosophies  in  the  schools.  At 
least  the  board  should  have  the 
good  sense  not  to  rely  upon  politi- 
cians for  the  accuracy  of  school 
materials. 


a  compendium 
of  trivia,  both 
useful  6s useless 


It  has  been  called  to  our  attention  that 
the  "Ten  Cannots"  Florida  Magazine 
attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
February  were  out  of  context  and  not 
precise  quotes  made  by  the  17th  president. 
The  points  published  were  as  follows: 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  dis- 
couraging thrift. 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by 
weakening  the  strong. 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  up  by  tearing  big 
men  down. 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the 
rich. 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner  up  by 
pulling  the  wage-payer  down. 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending 
more  than  your  income. 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man 
by  inciting  class  hatred. 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  social  security 
on  borrowed  money. 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by 
taking  away  a  man's  initiative  and  independence. 

10.  You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing 
for  them  what  they  could  and  should  do  for 
themselves. 


T 


he  Library  of  Congress  tells  us  that 
somewhere  along  the  way.  perhaps  as 
early  as  1873.  someone  willfully  or 
unwittingly  ascribed  the  points  to  Lin- 
coln. 

One  early  use  of  the  items  was  in  a  leaflet 
which  simply  pictured  the  Lincoln  Memorial  on  its 
cover.  Readers  apparently  jumped  to  the 
conclusion  the  points  inside  represented  Lincoln's 
rhetoric,  reports  the  Library  of  Congress. 

"There  seems  to  be  no  way  of  overtaking  the 
rapid  pace  with  which  the  mistaken  identity  has 
been  spreading."  said  a  library  official. 


FLORIDA  MAGAZINE 


Some  time  ago.  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  of 
the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
put  the  minds  of  a  lot  of  Lincoln  lore 
students  and  a  few  editors  to  rest  by 
probing  the  question  of  authenticity  further.' 
concluding  that  while  the  wording  of  the  "Ten 
Cannots"  is  not  precise.  Lincoln  did  indeed  voice 
most  of  the  same  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
widely  circulated  axioms. 

Dr.  Warren  listed  the  actual  remarks  in  the 
foundation's  newsletter: 

1.  You  cannot  bring  prosperity  by  discouraging 
thntt. 

"Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor,  property  is 
desirable:  it  is  a  positive  good  in  the  world.  That 
some  should  be  rich  shows  that  others  may 
become  rich,  and  hence  is  just  encouragement  to 
industry  and  enterprise." 

Washington.  March  21.  1854 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by 
weakening  the  strong. 

"We  proposed  to  give  all  a  chance,  and  we 
expected  the  weak  to  grow  stronger,  the  ignorant 
wiser,  and  all  better  and  happier  together." 

Springfield.  Fragment.  July  1.  1854. 

"Capital  has  its  rights,  which  are  as  worthy  as 
any  other  rights." 

Washington.  Message  to  Congress,  Dec.  3, 1861 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  by  tearing  down 
big  men. 

"Let  not  him  who  is  houseless  pull  down  the 
house  of  another,  but  let  him  wori<  diligently  and 
build  one  for  himself,  thus  by  example  assuring 
that  his  own  shall  be  safe  from  violence  when 
built." 

Washington.  March  21,  1864 

"There  is  no  permanent  class  of  hired  laborers 
amongst  us  . . .  The  hired  laborer  of  yesterday 
labors  on  his  own  account  today  and  will  hire 
others  to  labor  for  him  tomorrow." 

Springfield.  Fragment.  Jury  1.  1854 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the 
rich. 

"It  is  best  for  all  to  leave  each  man  free  to 
acquire  property  as  fast  as  he  can.  Some  will  get 
wealthy.  I  don't  believe  in  a  law  to  prevent  a  man 
from  getting  rich,  it  would  do  more  harm  than 
good.  So  while  we  do  not  propose  any  war  on 
capital,  we  do  wish  to  allow  the  humblest  man  an 
equal  chance  to  get  nch  with  everybody  else." 

New  Haven.  Conn..  March  6.  1860. 

"Men  who  are  industrious  and  sober  and 
honest  in  the  pursuit  of  their  own  interests  should 
after  a  while  accumulate  capital  and  after  that 
should  be  allowed  to  enjoy  it  in  peace." 

Cincinnati.  Sept.  7.  1859. 


You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner  by 
pulling  down  the  wage-payer. 

"If  they  (industrious,  sober  and 
honest  men)  should  choose,  when  they 


have  accumulated  it.  (capital)  to  use  it  to  save 


themselves  from  actual  labor,  and  hire  other 
people  to  labor  for  them,  is  right." 

Cincinnati.  Sept.  17.  1859 
"The  results  of  a  year  or  two's  labor  is  a 
surplus  of  capital  ...  in  course  of  time  he  has 
enough  capital  to  hire  some  new  beginner." 

Cincinnati.  Sept.  17.  1859 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending 
more  than  your  income. 

"No  country  can  sustain  in  idleness  more  than 
a  small  percentage  of  its  members." 

Milwaukee.  Sept.  30.  1859 

"Universal  idleness  would  speedily  result  in 
universal  ruin." 

Springfield.  Dec.  1.  1846 
"You  do  not  work  much  merely  because  it 
does  not  seem  to  you  that  you  could  get  much  for 
it.  This  hahit  of  uselessly  wasting  time  is  the 
whole  difficulty." 

Letter  to  John  J.  Johnston.  Jan.  2.  1851 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man 
by  inciting  class  hatred. 

"Let  us  discard  all  this  quibbling  about  this 
man  and  the  other  man.  this  race  and  that  race 
and  the  other  race  being  in  favor ...  and  unite  as 
one  people  throughout  the  land." 

Chicago,  July  10.  1858 

"We  feel  that  all  legal  distinction  between  in- 
dividuals of  the  same  community  founded  on  any 
such  circumstance  as  color,  origin,  and  the  like 
are  hostile  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions  and 
incompatible  with  the  true  history,  of  American 
liberty." 

Cincinnati.  May  31.  1841 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on 
borrowed  money. 

"An  individual  who  undertakes  to  live  by 
borrowing  soon  finds  his  original  means  devoured 
by  interest  and  next,  no  one  left  to  borrow  from, 
so  it  must  be  with  a  government." 

Whig  Circular.  March  4.  1843 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by 
taking  away  man's  initiative  and  independence. 

"That  each  one  of  you  through  this  free 
government  which  we  enjoyed  have  an  open  field 
and  a  fair  chance  for  your  industry,  enterprise 
and  intelligence." 

Washington.  Aug.  22.  1864 
"We  must  inquire  what  it  is  that  has  given  us 
so  much  prosperity  . . .  This  cause  is.  that  every 
man  can  make  himself." 

Kalamazoo.  Mich..  Aug.  27.  1S56 

10.  You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing 
for  them  what  they  could  and  should  do  for 
themselves. 

"The  legitimate  object  of  government  is  to  do 
for  the  people  what  needs  to  be  done  but  which 
they  cannot,  by  individual  effort,  do  at  all.  or  do 
so  well,  for  themselves. " 

Springfield.  Fragment.  July  1.  1854 


Readers  are  invited  to  contribute 
items  and  suggestions  for  this  com- 
pendium. Address:  STUFF,  Florida 
Magazine,  Box  2833,  Orlando,  32802. 


Yhe  Emancipator 


January  27,  1975 


No.  81 


Lincoln  wit 
and  wisdom 

Abe  Lincoln,  whose  birthday  we 
celebrate  in  February,  was  a  wise 
man.  He  laid  down  some  guidelines 
for  good  government  which  are 
worth  passing  along.  Here  they  are: 

You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity 
by  discouraging  thrift. 

You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak 
by  weakening  the  strong. 

You  cannot  lift  the  wage  earner  by 
pulling  down  the  wage  payer. 

You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  de- 
stroying the  rich. 

You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by 
spending  more  than  your  income. 

You  cannot  further  the  brother- 
hood of  man  by  inciting  class  hatred. 

You  cannot  build  character  and 
courage  by  taking  away  a  man's  in- 
itiative and  independence. 

You  cannot  help  men  permanently 
by  doing  for  them  what  they  could 
and  should  do  for  themselves. 

Remember,  too,  that  there  are 
many  items  available  from  LNSC  that 
are  especially  appropriate  for  use  in 
February.  Give  some  thought  to  or- 
dering a  supply. 
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LINCOLN  WIT  AND  WISDOM 


HON.  G.  WILLIAM  WHITEHURST 

OF  VIRGINIA 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday,  February  25,  1975 

Mr.  WHITEHURST.  Mr.  Speaker,  each 
February  we  celebrate  the  birthday  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Recently  a  constituent 
of  mine  sent  me  an  article  from  the  Lin- 
coln National  Life  Insurance  Co.  maga- 
zine the  Emancipator,  which  quotes  Mr. 
Lincoln  on  the  subject  of  good  govern- 
ment. My  constituent  asked  that  I  insert 
this  article  and  share  Abraham  Lincoln's 
wise  words  with  my  colleagues. 

The  article  follows: 

Lincoln  Wit  and  Wisdom 

Abe  Lincoln,  whose  birthday  we  celebrate 
In  February,  was  a  wise  man.  He  laid  down 
some  guidelines  for  good  government  which 
are  worth  passing  along.  Here  they  are: 

Tou  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  dis- 
couraging thrift. 

You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weak- 
ening the  strong. 

You  cannot  Hit  the  wage  earner  by  pulling 
down  the  wage  payer. 

You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destrovine 
the  rich.  6 

You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spend- 
ing more  than  your  income. 

You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of 
man  by  inciting  class  hatred. 

You  cannot  build  character  and  courage 
by  taking  away  a  man's  Initiative  and  Inde- 
pendence. 

You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by 
doing  for  them  what  they  could  and  should 
do  for  themselves. 


February  27,  1975 
Gary  Simmons 


Mary  Jane  Mubler 


Emancipator  No.  81  dated  January  27,  1975 
Article  entitled  "Lincoln  wit  and  wisdom" 


I  thought  it  mip.ht  be  well  to  noint  out  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
did  not  author  the  guidelines  as  attributed  to  him  in  this  article. 
These  were  authored  by  a  Rev.  William  J.  H.  Boetcker. 

We  have  many  inquiries  on  these  particular  axioms.     I  enclose 
Lincoln  Lore  bulletins  No.  1085,  1487  and  1599  for  your  review. 

Perhaps,  since  these  sayings  have  and  are  still  widely  being 
used  as  you  can  see  from  the  enclosed  bulletins,  it  mipht  be  well 
to  print  a  retraction  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Emancipator  identifying 
their  true  author  for  posterity  and  future  reference. 


Mary  Jane  Mubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Meely 


Lnc 


cc:    Val  Chmel 
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LINCOLN  QUOTATIONS? 


HON.  G.  WILLIAM  WHITEHURST 

OF  VIRGINIA 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday.  March  14,  1975 

Mr.  WHITEHURST.  Mr.  Speaker,  on 
February  25,  I  inserted  in  the  Record 
what  I  believed  to  be  a  series  of  quota- 
tions from  Lincoln  that  were  authentic. 
These  were  sent  to  me  by  a  constituent 
who  provided  them  from  the  Emancipa- 
tor, published  by  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Co.  This  week  I  received 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Arthur  Schlesinger,  who 
advised  me  that  the  quotations  are  prop- 
erly attributed  to  a  Pennsylvania  clergy- 
man named  William  J.  H.  Boetcker,  who 
wrote  them  in  1916,  over  half  a  century 
after  Lincoln's  death.  Dr.  Schlesinger 
has  cited  other  sources  to  reinforce  his 
case,  and  in  order  to  set  the  record 
straight,  I  ask  that  this  be  printed  In  the 
Congressional  Record.  Certainly  the 
words  actually  uttered  or  written  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  are  sufficiently  memo- 
rable without  quotations  from  other 
sources,  no  matter  what  their  intent. 


The  Emancipator 


March  24,  1975 


Fine  sentiments,  but 
they  aren't  Lincoln's 

Our  historical  faces  are  red;  very, 
very  red  since  our  error  involved 
comments  attributed  to  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Under  the  heading  "Lincoln 
wit  and  wisdom"  in  the  January  27 
Emancipator,  we  reprinted  some 
guidelines  on  good  government 
which  were  supposedly  Lincoln's. 
These  maxims,  our  very  own  Lin- 
coln Museum  staff  informs  us,  are 
spurious.  These  guidelines  orig- 
inated with  a  William  J.  H.  Boetcker, 
a  retired  minister  who  copyrighted 
them  and  first  printed  them  in  1916. 
Somehow,  prior  to  1950,  these  max- 
ims were  printed  on  the  back  of  leaf- 
let which  contained  an  authentic 
Lincoln  quote  on  the  other  side.  The 
author  of  the  maxims  was  not  iden- 
tified and  there  the  misunderstand- 
ing began  and  grew  .  .  .  even  to  the 
point  that  they  have  been  read  into 
the  Congressional  Record,  mistakenly, 
as  Lincoln  quotes.  Our  apologies. 
We  hope  this  sets  the  record  straight. 


G.WILLIAM  WH  ITEHURST 


DISTRICT  OFFICES: 


2nd  District,  Virginia 


COMMITTEE: 

ARMED  SERVICES 


Congress  of  tfjc  SUm'teb  States 


Room  201 .  Federal  Building 
Norfolk,  Virginia  23510 
(804)  441-6763 


CHARLES  H.  FITZPATRICK 
administrative  ajsistant 


jfym&t  of  &epresientatibe$ 

^asJjutStan,  ©.C.  20515 


436  Cannon  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20S13 
(202)  225-421 S 


Room  601,  Pembroke  One 
281  Independence  Boulevard 
Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  23462 
(804)  499-1910 


March  25,   19  75 


Mr.   Fred  Schroeder 
Editor 

The  Emancipator 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,   Indiana  46802 

Dear  Mr.  Schroeder: 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  Barry  Matthews  of  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,   I  inserted  in  the  Congressional  Record 
a  column  from  The  Emancipator  entitled  "Lincoln  Wit  and 
Wisdom."     As  you  will  notice  from  Dr.  Arthur  Schlesinger ' s 
letter,   these  statements  attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln 
are  not  his  at  all.     I'm  sure  that  your  magazine  pub- 
lished them  in  good  faith  just  as  I  did.  Subsequently, 
I  printed  a  retraction  in  the  Congressional  Record  as 
Dr.   Schlesinger  requested,   and  I  wonder  if  it  might  not 
be  in  order  if  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
did  the  same.     In  any  event,   I  thought  that  you  should 
have  the  benefit  of  this  information. 


Very  truly  yours 


G.   WILLIAM  WHITEHURST 


GWW:hes 


Enclosures 


The  Grsdusie  School  and  University  Center 

of  the  City  University  of  New  York 


Albert  Schweitzer  Chair  in  the  Humanities 

Graduate  Center:  33  West  42  Street,  New  York.  N.Y.  10036 

212  790-4261 


March  10,  1975 


Honorable  G.  William  Whitehurst 
The  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.  C.  20515 

Dear  Congressman  Whitehurst: 

I  am  sorry  to  see  you  give  renewed  currency  to  a  well-known 
Lincoln  fraud  in  your  insertion  in  the  Congressional  Record  of 
February  25  of  an  alleged  quotation  from  Lincoln  picked  up  by 
one  of  your  constituents  from  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 
Company  magazine.     The  author  of  these  lines  was  not  Lincoln  at 
all  but  a  Pennsylvania  clergyman  named  William  J.  H.  Boetcker 
who  wrote  them  in  1916,  more  than  a  half  century  after  Lincoln's 
death.     I  refer  you  to  the  article  by  Albert  A.  Woldman,  "Lincoln 
Never  Said  That"  in  Harper's,  May,  1950.     If  you  wish  to  check 
this  further,  I  suggest  that  you  get  in  touch  with  Roy  P.  Basler, 
the  editor  of  the  standard  edition  of  Lincoln's  collected  writings. 
Mr.  Basler,  as  you  will  doubtless  recall,  was  until  his  recent  re- 
tirement chief  of  the  Manuscript  Division  at  the  Library  of  Congress. 

I  do  hope  you  will  take  an  early  occasion  to  set  the  record  straight. 
Fake  quotations  of  this  sort  are  one  of  the  banes  of  the  historian's 
existence. 

Sincerely  yours, 


& 


NATIONAL  SALES;  CO    I  INTEROFFICE 


1301  SOUTH  HARRISON  STREET/  FORT  WAYNE.  INDIANA  46801 

219/742-5421 


date:    March  31,  1975 

TO:    All  Sales  Promotion,  Publications 
and  LNTV  Personnel 


from:    Fred  Schroeder 
subject.    Lincoln  sayings,  quotes 


It's  surprising  the  trouble  an  innocent  error  in  an  out-of-the- 
way  place  can  make.  In  the  January  27  Emancipator ,  I  published 
some  copy  borrowed  from  an  agency  publication  under  the  heading 
"Lincoln  Wit  and  Wisdom."  The  copy  contained  sayings  supposedly 
Lincoln's.  They  weren't  and  they  opened  an  unpleasant  can  of 
worms  for  (believe  it  or  not)  a  Virginia  congressman  and  for  Mark 
Neely. 

Mark  suggests  that  we  submit  all  quotes  or  sayings  or  facts  re- 
lating to  Lincoln  to  Mark  or  his  staff  for  verification.     He  as- 
sures me  of  quick  cooperation  and,  more  importantly,  avoiding 
the  embarrassment  my  error  caused  me. 


Fred  D.  Schroeder 
Senior  Editor 

FDS/lkd 


cc.     Dr.  Mark  Neely,  Jr.,  Director  Of  Museum 


April  1,  1975 


Professor  Arthur  Schlesinger,  Jr. 

The  Graduate  School  £  University  Center 

of  the  City  University  of  New  York 

33  West  42  Street 

New  York,  New  York  10036 

Dear  Professor  Schlesinger: 

I  write  to  commend  you  for  your  accurate  and  lucid  correction  of 
Congressman  G.  William  Whitehurst * s  error  in  celebratinn  Lincoln's 
birthday  by  repeating  the  spurious  "you  cannot"  axioms. 

We  learned  of  the  incident  with  extreme  dismay.     Since  1928,  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company  has  maintained  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation,  a  collection  of  Lincoln  manuscripts,  an 
18,000-volume  library  of  Lincoln  books,  and  a  collection  of  Lincoln 
relics  and  memorabilia.     The  Foundation  has  always  taken  its  role  to 
be  the  puncturing  of  Lincoln  myths  and  not  their  perpetuation.  To 
that  end,  we  have  published  since  1929  a  free  monthly  bulletin, 
Lincoln  Lore,  which  reviews  new  Lincoln  books,  publishes  previously 
unpublished  Lincoln  manuscripts,  and  prints  articles  on  Lincoln-related 
subjects. 

The  especial  irony  in  this  situation  stems  from  the  fact  that  the 
Foundation  has  for  years  distributed  printed  leaflets  warning  against 
the  use  of  the  axioms  and  explaining  their  origins.     I  enclose  a  set 
of  these  sheets. 

I  also  onclose  a  recent  copy  of  the  Foundation's  bulletin  attackin 
a  Lincoln  myth  that  we  have  all  watched  being  made  before  our  very  eyes 
This,  and  not  the  Boetcker  axioms,  is  representative  of  the  work  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation. 

Our  collections  are  available  to  the  public  and  have  been  used  by 
such  Lincoln  scholars  as  David  Donald  (in  writing  Lincoln's  lierndon) 


Professor  Arthur  Sch lesinger t  Jr. 
April  1,  1975 
Page  two 


and  Ruth  Pointer  Randall  (in  writing  Mary  Lincoln:     Biography  of  a 
Marri ago) .     We  certainly  do  not  want  you  or  other  scholars  to 
confuse  the  Foundation's  work  for  disinterested  Lincoln  research 
with  this  unfortunate  incident  stemming  from  a  Company  rather  than 
a  Foundation  publicatiou. 

Yours  truly, 


Mark  H.  Ncely,  Jr. 

MEN/jn 

Hnclosures  .  '/     .    ^  ,(jr  ^  r  , 


Graduate  Center:  3 3  West  42  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10036 


The  City  University  of  New  York 


Albert  Schweitzer  Chair 
in  the  Hurrunitiej 


April  11,  1975 


Mr.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
1301  South  Harrison  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

I  very  much  appreciate  your  letter.    Hardly  had  I  read 
it  when  I  opened  the  Wall  Street  Journal  and  found  the 
attached  letter!     Perhaps  you  could  send  a  note  to  the 
Journal  pointing  out  that  these  were  the  words  of  the 
late  Boetcker.    I  would  write  myself,  but  I  write  too 
many  pedantic  letters,  and  I  think  that  your  words 
would  carry  particular  weight. 

I  was  also  most  interested  in  the  January  issue  of 
Lincoln  Lore.     The  Sandburg  story  had  always  seemed 
fishy  to  me  (which  is  why  in  The  Imperial  Presidency, 
page  270,  I  wrote  that  "according  to  legend1  Lincoln 
appeared  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War  "to  deny  that  his  wife  was  a  Confederate  spy"); 
and  I  am  glad  to  have  my  suspicions  confirmed.  I 
would  much  appreciate  it,  by  the  way,  if  you  could  put 
me  on  the  list  for  Lincoln  Lore. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Attachment 


 1  A-pr.-J  K"?s 
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Letters  to  ti 

have  conaistenUy  nurtured  OPEC.  If  this 
were  not  enough,  the  FEA  can  be  counted 
on  to  behave  aa  a  good  cartel  and  vigor- 

I  ously  resist  any  price  reduction!.  After  all, 
these  price  reductions  could  set  off  price 

d  ware. 

k  stevi  H.  Hanks 

i-  Visiting  Associate  Professor 

la  •  University  of  California 

*  Berkeley     ,     ^  • 

*  In  Sad  Agreement 

Editor,  The  WaU  Street  Journal: 

Vermont  Ftoyeter's  comment*  In-  "Flags 
Ain't"  ('"Thinking  Things  Over,"  Mar.  12) 
made  ua  shake  our  head*  in  sad  agree- 
ment. 

He  may  be  interested  to  know  that  In  a 
■  recent  Issue  of  the  Sunday  Telegraph  mv 
{,.  ported  from  London,  the  toll  owing  quota- 
tion appeared, 
s  "You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by 
1  discouraging  thrift.  You  cannot  strengthen 
•  the  weak  by  weakening  the  strong.  You 
»  cannot  help  the  wage-earner  by  pulling 
t  down  the  wage  payer.  You  cannot  further 
1  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  encouraging 
'    class  hatred. 

i  "You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroy- 
«  ing  the  rich.  You  cannot  keep  out  of 
'  trouble  by  spending  more  than  you  earn, 
i  you  cannot  build  character  and  courage 
by  taking  away  a  man's  Initiative  and  in- 
dependence. You  cannot  help  men  perma- 
nently by  doing  for  them  what  they  could 
and  should  do  for  themselves." 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  said  that  he 
could  not  have  known  that  it  would  so 
aptly  apply  to  the  British  Labour  Party 
and  Its  masters  in  the  British  Trades 
Unions,  and  his  words  are  still  as  true 
today. 

Thank  you  for  your  sympathy. 

Kay  Jones 
(formerly  of  8ussea,  England) 
Saddle  River,  NJ. 


Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  St.  Louis 

P.  O.  Box  442 

St.  Louis,  Missouri  63166 


April  23,  1975 


Floyd  L.  Raymond,  Realtor 
5205  Shoal  Creek  Boulevard 
Austin,  Texas  78756 

Dear  Mr.  Raymond: 

The  material  you  sent  to  us  recently  was  very  interesting. 
We  were  especially  intrigued  by  the  quote  from  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Would  you  be  able  to  supply  us  with  the  source  of  this  passage?  Since 
we  are  giving  some  thought  to  including  this  quote  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  Review,  we  would  appreciate  a  response  as  soon  as  possible. 
If  you  prefer,  you  may  call  me  collect  at  (314)  421-1700,  Ext.  434. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

James  E.  Turley 
Editor,  Review 


MEMO 
from  (he  desk  of 


from  the  Jp,^  of 
n.OYD  L.  RAYMOND       ^T^^J^  fi  /  <  


TV|„„l         .,_/*U8t,n.  Texas  78756 


leiephone  454-3566 


Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  St.  Louis 

P.  0.  BOX  442 

St.  Louis,  Missouri  63166 


May  8,  1975 


Floyd  L.  Raymond,  Realtor 
5205  Shoal  Creek  Boulevard 
Austin,  Texas  78756 

Dear  Mr.  Raymond: 

We  have  been  doing  some  digging  into  the  history  of  the 
purported  Abe  Lincoln  quote.    Here  is  what  we  found. 

It  appears  that  every  few  years  these  passages  are 
circulated  and  attributed  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  but,  as  we  have  dis- 
covered, they  did  not  originate  with  Abe.    Asa  matter  of  fact, 
no  one  seems  to  know  just  how  Mr.  Lincoln  was  ever  connected 
with  the  series  of  statements,  but  a  brief  history  of  the  passages 
is  available. 

The  Reverend  William  J.  H.  Boileker  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  is  reported  to  have  been  the  original  author.  He 
was  a  preacher  who  had  become  a  lecturer  on  industrial  relations 
and  had  supposedly  written  the  material  in  question  a  half  century 
after  Lincoln  was  assassinated. 

The  series  of  statements  was  published  in  1942  in  a 
leaflet  distributed  by  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government  ■ 
a  right-wing  pressure  group.    The  Royle  Forum,  a  house  organ  of 
the  John  Royle  Company,  Patterson,  New  Jersey,  printed  the 
purported  quotation,  which  was  subsequently  broadcast  on  the  radio 
by  Galen  Drake  on  November  30,  1948.    A  listener  carried  them  to 
Mrs.  Frances  B.  Bolton,  a  member  of  Congress  from  Ohio,  who 
had  them  inserted  in  the  Congressional  Record.    From  the  Record, 
they  were  quoted  widely  and  reprinted  frequently. 

The  source  of  this  information  is  two  newspaper  articles 
from  the  Post-Dispatch,  one  in  1954  and  the  other  undated.  The 
articles  were  specifically  related  to  the  authenticity  of  the  quotes. 


Mr.  Raymond 


-  2  - 


May  8,  1975 


See  "What  Lincoln  Did  Not  Say,  "  Mirror  of  Public  Opinion,  the 
St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  and  "Summerfield  Discards  Lincoln 
'Quote',  "  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  (February  13,  1954). 

If  you  have  discovered  any  information  which  might 
cast  doubt  on  the  validity  of  this  history,  please  let  me  know. 
Without  the  linkage  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  quotes  lose  a  little 
"sex  appeal". 


James  E.  Turley 
Editor,  Review 


January  14,  1076 


The  Fditor 

FINANCIAL  WORLD 

Financial  World  Publishing  Co. 

919  Third  Avenue 

New  York,  M.  Y.  10022 

Dear  Sir  or  Madam: 

The  "Mail  Rox"  of  December  15,  1975,  printed  a  letter 
containing  ten  axioms  attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln  ("You 
cannot  brim:  about  prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift,"  etc.). 
These  are  not  the  words  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  but  those  of  one 
Reverend  William  J.  H.  Boetcker,  who  composed  and  copyrighted 
the  axioms  fifty-one  years  after  Lincoln's  death.  Although 
the  Reverend  was  proud  of  his  work  and  certainly  wanted  the 
axioms  credited  to  him  and  not  Lincoln,  the  Committee  for 
Constitutional  Government  in  the  1950's  distributed  leaflets 
with  the  axioms  on  then  which  j^ave  the  impression  that  they 
were  actually  Lincoln's  words.    Mr.  Boetcker  would  not  have 
liked  his  thunder  stolen,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  like  to 
be  misquoted. 


Yours  truly, 


Mark  E,  Neely,  Jr. 


MEN/jn 


p  /o3.  ,'■ 


v  <>t  producing  a  whole  genera- 
i  tunctit  nal  illiterates.  .  .  .  It  is 
tai  American  histor)  isveri  often 
taughi  i  i  our  high  schools.  The 
hi,  however,  is  not  to  drop  his- 
i  n  to  if  u  h  more  ol  ii  and  to 
n  better. 

State  Board  of  Education  went 
with  Toole  and,  at  a  meeting 

larch,  voied  to  retain  American 

\  as  a  rc«  uired  course. 


iplay  in  a  large  exhibition  spon- 
i  \  the  N  itional  Endowment  for 
|  insanities  and  Philip  Morris, 
i  tuled  "Two  Centuries  ol  Bla<  k 

<  an  Art  '   The  In  st  majoi  llistor- 

w\  ol  the  black  contribution 

<  rican  art,  the  show  opened  last 

m  the  Los  Angeles  County 
:  ii  of  Arl  and  will  subsequend) 
to  Atlanta  and  Brooklyn.  New 


YOU  CAN  FOOL  SOME  OF  THE  PEOPLE 

On  Lincoln's  Birthda)  thisyearTif- 
rany  tc  Co..  the  lastidious  New 
York  jewelry  store,  ran  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  equally  lastidious  Sew  York 
Times  undei  the  heading  "Abraham 
Lincoln  said  mot  e  than  ioo  years  ago." 
There  followed  ten  quotes  that  pre- 

sumabl)  Tiffany  thought  would  appeal 

to  its  clientele.  Among  them  were 
"You  (annul  help  the  poor  In  destroy- 
ing the  rich,"  "You  cannot  lilt  the  wage 
(.uner  by  pulling  down  the  wage 
payer,"  and  "You  cannot  really  help 
men  by  having  the  government  tax 
them  to  do  for  them  what  they  can 
and  should  do  lor  themselves." 

W  hen  the  ad  appeared,  a  number  of 
people  complained  that  the  quotes 
sounded  like  nothing  Lincoln  had  ever 
said.  And  thev  were  right.  A  few  days 
later  Tiffany's  ran  a  short  statement  ad- 
mitting that  "President  Lincoln  did 
nol  pen  these  words"  and  apologizing 
foi  the  mistake. 

But  where  did  the  quotes  come 
from?  In  fact,  they  have  been  around 
loi  years,  having  originated  in  the 
epigrammatic  mind  ol  one  William 
|  11.  Boetcker,  a  former  Brooklyn 
clergyman  who  abandoned  the  pulpit 
in  favoi  of  delivering  lectures  on  in- 
dustrial relations.  In  1916  he  published 
a  booklet  called  "Inside  Maxims"  that 
contained  a  series  ol  "  gold  nuggets." 
These  nuggets,  an  earl)  form  ol  the 
"Lincoln  quotes,"  were  refined  in  sub- 
sequent pamphlets.  In  1942  they 
tinned  up.  along  with  some  authentic 
Lincoln  statements,  in  a  leaflet  dis- 
tributed b\  the  Committee  for  Con- 
stitutional Government,  a  conservative 
Washington  lobby  backed  b)  the  news- 
paper publisher  Frank  Gannett. 

Seven  years  later  Congresswoman 
Frances  P.  Bolton  of  Ohio,  attempting 
to  invoke  Lincoln  as  an  opponent  of 
the  welfare  state,  read  Boclcker's 
maxims — now  firmly  attributed  to  Lin- 
coln—  into  the  Congressional  Record. 
Look  magazine,  delighted  by  the  quotes, 
promptlv  ran  them  acioss  a  full  page, 
along  with  a  portrait  of  Lincoln  and 
the  stern  exhortation  that  "it's  about 
tune  for  the  country  to  remember  .  . 

\  c  1  \  ol  protest  was  1  .used  th.it  time, 
too.  but  we  can  see  that  these  false 
Lincolnisms  are  with  us  yet.  Of  course, 

Lincoln  is  tfie  object  ol  main  tenac  ions 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  SAID 
MORE  THAN 
10O  YEARS  AGO: 

1  You  cannot  bring  about  pr ospertty  by 
discouraging  thrill. 

2.  You  cartnol  strengthen  the  weak  by 
weakening  the  strong 
3  You  cannot  help  small  rnen  by  tearing 
down  big  men 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroy- 
ing the  rich 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage  earner  by 
pulling  down  the  wage  payer 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by 
spending  more  than  your  income. 

7.  You  cannot  further  brotherhood  of  men 
by  inciting  class  hatred 
8  You  cannot  establish  sound  security 
on  borrowed  money. 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and  cour- 
age by  taking  away  a  man  s  initiative 

10.  You  cannot  really  help  men  by  having 
the  government  |M  them  to  do  for 
them  what  Ihey  can  and  should  do  for 
themselves 

Tiffany  &  Co. 


misattributions  (for  instance,  he  never 
said  "l  don't  know  who  my  grandfather 
was,  and  l  am  much  more  concerned 
to  know  what  his  grandson  will  be"), 
but  leu  ol  iliciii  serve  his  memory  so 
poorly  as  those  spurious  musings  on 
the-  prerogatives  of  wealth. 

I  lei  e,  to  set  things  straight,  arc-  some 
things  he  really  did  say  about  wage 
earners  and  wage  payers: 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  a  system  of  labor 
prevails  in  New  England  under  which 
labou  rs  can  strike  when  they  want  to, 
where  they  are  not  obliged  to  work 
undei  all  circumstances,  and  are  not 
tied  dow  n  and  obliged  to  labor  whethet 

vou  p. iv  them  or  not!  I  like  the  system 
which  lets  a  man  quit  when  he  wants 
10.  and  wish  it  might  prevail  every- 
where. .  .  . 


Labot  is  prior  10  and  independent 
ol  capital  Capital  is  only  the  fruit  of 
labor,  and  could  never  have  existed 
if  laboi  had  not  first  existed.  Labor 
is  1  lie  superior  of  capital,  and  deserves 
much  the  higher  consideration. 


1(K* 


Tha  Fort  Wayne  Journal-Gazette       *      Tuesday,  April  30,  1991  5D 


COLUMNS/ADVICE 


Being  picked  last  still  hurts 


Dear  Ann  Landers:  Several  days  ago,  my  12- 
year-old  came  home  from  school  red-eyed  and 
dejected.  "What's  wrong?"  I  asked.  Well,  it 
seems  that  once  again  she  was  the  last  person  to  be 
chosen  by  her  so-called  friend,  the  captain  of  the 
volleyball  team.  She  said,  between  sobs,  "Mom,  you 
don't  know  how  awful  it  is  to  be  left  standing  there 
alone,  knowing  nobody  wants  you."  The  next  day 
there  was  a  letter  about  this  very  thing  in  your 
column. 

It's  incredible  that  physical  education  teachers  are 
still  doing  this  cruel  thing  to  children.  Please  speak 
against  it.  —  London,  Ontario,  Mom 

Dear  London:  I  have,  and  In  most  schools  it  has 
been  discontinued,  but  apparently  word  hasn't 
reached  some  areas  yet,  Please  read  on  for  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view. 

Dear  Ann  Landers:  Well,  well.  Another  whiner 
heard  from.  Ruined  for  life  because  nobody  wanted 
her  on  the  softball  team.  Boo  hoo. 

I,  too,  was  the  last  to  be  chosen  —  along  with 
"Martha  Benson"  who  had  a  glass  eye.  Nobody 
wanted  us  because  we  were  clumsy  and  slow  to 
move.  Yup,  we  were  considered  liabilities.  But  when 
the  captains  of  the  spelling  bee  chose  up  sides, 
Martha  and  I  were  picked  first.  Getting  either  of  us 
meant  almost  certain  victory.  You  know,  Ann,  the 
world  loves  a  winner.  —  A  View  From  the  Top 

Dear  View:  It's  true.  Life  can  be  rough.  Success 
has  many  fathers,  but  failure  is  an  orphan. 

Dear  Ann  Landers:  How  could  a  dreary  old  chest- 
nut like  the  phony  Abe  Lincoln  quotes  ("You  cannot 
bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging  thrift  ...  ") 
get  out  of  your  office,  through  the  desks  and  com- 
posing rooms  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  hundreds 
of  other  newspapers  without  someone  crying 
"fraud"? 

Regards  from  one  who  has  goofed  in  print  a 
time  or  two.  —  L.S.  Clemens,  executive  editor, 
Courier  News,  Elgin,  111. 

Dear  Sharp  Eyed  Editor  in  Elgin:  Meet  another 
sharp-eyed  editor  from  Ohio: 

Dear  Ann  Landers:  In  the  book,  "They  Never  Said 
It,"  those  Abraham  Lincoln  "quotes"  were  traced  to 


ANN  LANDERS 


Rev.  William  J.H.  Boetcker, 
who  actually  wrote  them  in 
1916.  They  later  appeared 
in  the  Congressional  Record 
attributed  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln! —  Mike  Lackey,  city 
editor,  the  Lima  News 

And  this  polite  clobber 
comes  from  one  of  the 
country's  most  distin- 
guished historians: 
■■■■■■ mm^m "■""^  Dear  Ann  Landers:  I  was 
sorry  to  see  in  your  column  in  Newsday  that  you 
gave  currency  to  that  fake  Lincoln  quotation.  Those 
less-than-immortal  words  were  invented  by  a  man 
who  gave  lectures  on  industrial  relations.  Read  them 
again.  Do  they  sound  like  Abraham  Lincoln?  — 
Arthur  Schlesinger  Jr. 

Dear  Arthur:  They  certainly  don't.  They  sound 
more  like  a  man  who  gives  lectures  on  Industrial 
relations.  Gulp,  gulp. 

Dear  Ann:  The  person  whose  desk  is  next  to  mine 
chews  crunchy  food  all  day  long  —  potato  chips, 
carmel  corn,  hard  candy,  etc.  It  gets  on  my  nerves 
and  interferes  with  my  ability  to  work. 

I've  made  some  good-natured  comments  but 
nothing  has  changed.  Desks  can't  be  moved  because 
the  office  is  too  small.  She  has  an  in  with  the  boss.  I 
don't.  Any  suggestions?  —  Going  Berserk  in 
Delaware 

Dear  Del.:  You  can't  be  the  only  one  who  is 
bothered.  RouncKup  support  and  approach  the 
person  in  a  non-combative,  friendly,  "help  us" 
fashion.  I'll  bet  it  works. 

Write  to  Ann  Landers,  The  Journal-Gazette, 
P.O.  Box  88,  Fort  WaW,  Ind.  46801-0088.  Send  a 
self -addressed,  stamped  envelope  for  a  personal 
reply. 

Ann  Landers  is  a  Creators  Syndicate  advice  columnist 
whose  work  appears  daily.  


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
Washington,  D.C.  205^0 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  AND  THE  TEN  POINTS 

The  Ten  Points,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  numerous  in- 
quiries, have  been  erroneously  attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln, 
but  the  identity  of  the  person  who  first  willfully  or  unwittingly 
ascribed  them  to  Lincoln  has  not  been  discovered. 

The  text  of  the  Ten  Points  most  frequently  used  is  as 
follows : 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by 

discouraging  thrift. 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by 

weakening  the  strong. 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  up  by  tearing 

big  men  down. 

U.    You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying 
the  rich. 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner  up  by 

pulling  the  wage -payer  down. 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by 

spending  more  than  your  income. 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of 

man  by  inciting  class  hatred. 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  social 

security  on  borrowed  money. 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and  courage 

by  taking  away  a  man's  initiative 
and  independence . 


10. 


You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing 
for  them  what  they  could  and  should  do 
for  themselves. 
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The  earliest  dated  appearances  of  any  of  the  Ten  Points 
that  have  come  to  our  notice  are  in  publications  of  the  Reverend 
William  John  Henry  Boetcker  (b.  1873).    One  of  these  booklets, 
entitled  Inside  Maxims.  Gold  Nuggets  Taken  from  the  Boetcker 
Lectures  ( Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  Inside  Pub.  Co.,  1916),  contains  sev- 
eral maxims  which  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  Points  2,  3,  4,  and 
10;  his  Open  Letter  to  Father  Charles  E.  Coughlin  (Erie,  Pa., 
Inside  Pub.  Co.,  1935)  reprints  Maxim  25  (i.  e.,  Points  2  and  4) 
on  page  56,  and  the  same  page  contains  lines  which  greatly  resemble 
Point  3- 

Also,  the  Ten  Don'ts,  enumerated  in  an  undated,  printed 
handbill  captioned  "The  New  Decalogue,"  which  Mr.  Boetcker  has  dis- 
tributed widely,  contains  Points  2-5  and  10;  and  a  slightly  dif- 
ferent version  which,  under  the  title  "The  Industrial  Decalogue," 
was  included  in  The  American  Charter  Compass  ...   ,  by  Mr.  Boetcker 
(Erie,  Pa.,  Inside  Feature  Service,  1945),  contains  Points  6  and  8 
in  a  single  Don' t . 

Furthermore,  the  Ten  Points  were  published  under  the  title 
"Warning  Signs  on  the  Road  to  Prosperity"  on  the  outside  back 
cover  of  Investor  America  for  February  194.0,  with  no  attribution 
of  authorship.    This  periodical,  a  monthly  publication  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Investors,  Inc.,  of  which  Mr.  Hugh  Stewart 
Magill  was  President,  bore  on  the  front  cover  a  photograph  of  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington.     Subsequently  the  maxims,  which  had 
gained  considerable  popularity  in  both  the  business  and  the  social 
world,  were  reprinted  in  leaflet  form  by  the  Federation;  and  before 
long  they  were  appearing  in  the  Congressional  Record,  in  newspapers, 
house  organs,  official  documents,  and  periodicals,  and  on  Christmas 
cards. 

Lincoln  on  Limitation  was  the  caption  of  a  leaflet  published 
by  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government,  of  New  York,  in  the 
fall  of  1942,  which  contained  on  the  reverse  the  Ten  Points.  Of 
the  four  printings  which  we  have  seen  (one  bearing  the  caption 
Lincoln  on  Private  Property) ,  one  attributes  them  to  Land  0' Lakes 
News,  another  to  "Inspiration  of  Wm.  J.  H.  Boetcker";  the  third  and 
fourth  bear  no  attribution  of  source,  and  none  bears  any  attribution 
of  authorship.    However,  as  these  printings  carried  on  the  face  of 
the  leaflet  excerpts  from  Lincoln's  writings,  it  appears  that  by 
printing  the  Ten  Points  overleaf  from  authentic  Lincolnisms,  without 
indicating  any  change  of  authorship,  the  Committee  for  Constitutiona 
Government  has  misled  others  into  associating  Mr.  Lincoln  with  the 
maxims . 
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The  Royle  Forum  (published  quarterly  by  John  Royle  &  Sons, 
Paterson,  New  Jersey),  for  September  1$,  194-3,  printed  the  Ten 
Points  (p.  [U])  in  a  variant  sequence  under  the  title  "Ten  Things 
You  Cannot  Do,"  and  ascribed  them  to  Abraham  Lincoln.    This  text, 
incorporated  in  a  radio  script,  was  broadcast  as  the  work  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  Galen  Drake's  program  of  November  30,  194.8. 

Since  then  the  Ten  Points,  slightly  transposed,  with  the 
omission  of  a  word  or  two,  have  been  attributed  directly  to 
Lincoln  in  various  media,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  way  of  over- 
taking the  rapid  pace  with  which  the  mistaken  identity  has  been 
spreading. 


Saturday,  July  29,  1995 
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Advice 


Good  advice,  even  if  not  by  Lincoln 


Dear  Ann  Landers:  I'll  bet  you've  printed  this 
piece  before,  but  it's  worth  repeating.  It  was 
written  by  Abraham  Lincoln.  —  Joyce  in 
Bandera,  Texas 

Dear  Joyce:  I  did  indeed  print  "Ten  Cannots"  in 
1991  and  was  inundated  with  letters  telling  me  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  NOT  the  author. 

The  firstletter  was  from  historian  Arthur  Schlesin- 
ger  Jr.  Then  came  letters  from 
L.S.  Clemens,  then  editor  of  the 
Elgin  (III.)  Courier-News,  and 
Mike  Lackey  of  the  Lima  (Ohio) 
News.  All  informed  me  that  the 
author  was  the  Rev.  William  J.H. 
Boetcker,  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man who  had  given  up  the  pulpit 
to  lecture  on  industrial  relations. 
He  wrote  those  words  in  1916. 
However,  a  pamphlet  that  includ- 
ed these  "Ten  Cannots"  by 
Boetcker  also  included  an  authen- 
tic quote  from  Abraham  Lincoln. 

That's  where  the  confusion  set 
in.  It  was  placed  in  the  Congres- 
sional Record  in  1949,  attributed 
to  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  been  reprinted  repeated- 
ly since  then.  If  one  takes  a  closer  look,  it  doesn't  ap- 
pear to  be  something  Lincoln  would  have  said,  but  it 
does  contain  wisdom.  Here  it  is  again: 

Ten  Cannots 

You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  discouraging 
thrift. 

You  cannot  help  small  men  by  tearing  down  big 
men. 

You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the 
strong. 

You  cannot  lift  the  wage  earner  by  pulling  down 
the  wage  payer. 

You  cannot  help  the  poor  man  by  destroying  the 
rich. 

You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more 


Ann 

Landers 


than  your  income. 

You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  in- 
citing class  hatred. 

You  cannot  establish  security  on  borrowed  money. 

You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by  taking 
away  men's  initiative  and  independence. 

You  cannot  help  men  permanently  by  doing  for 
them  what  they  could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

—  The  Rev.  William  J.H.  Boetcker 

Dear  Ann  Landers:  Those  people  in  France  should 
be  so  lucky  that  the  only  noise  they  hear  is  a  crowing 
rooster.  They  would  have  something  legitimate  to 
beef  about  if  they  lived  in  the  country  side  where  I  do. 

Our  city's  airport  is  in  the  process  of  being  expand- 
ed so  it  can  handle  aircraft  such  as  the  Concorde.  My 
days  of  peace  and  quiet  are  over.  I  now  find  myself 
directly  under  the  flight  paths  of  airliners  as  they  take 
off  and  land.  This  goes  on  night  and  day. 

My  recommendation  to  those  who  want  to  live  in  a . 
noise-free  environment  is  to  buy  some  earplugs.  —  ■ 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Dear  Jack:  Thanks  for  a  practical  solution.  I  use 
earplugs  myself.  There's  construction  going  on  nearby, 
and  it's  going  to  last  about  two  years.  The  plugs  are  a 
godsend. 

Dear  Ann  Landers:  My  dad  drinks  too  much,  and  I 
was  wondering  if  you  can  help  me,  so  I  can  help  him. 
He  really  needs  to  stop  drinking.  It's  for  his  own 
good.  Thank  you  for  helping  me  with  my  problem.  — 
His  Daughter  in  Mansfield,  Texas 

Dear  Daughter:  Show  your  father  this  column,  and 
tell  him  you  wrote  this  letter.  My  suggestion  is  that 
your  father  look  up  Alcoholics  Anonymous  in  the 
phone  book  and  find  out  when  the  next  meeting  will  be. 
(In  Fort  Wayne,  call  426-5721.)  And  you  should  urge 
him  to  go.  Good  luck,  dear. 

Ann  Landers  is  a  Creators  Syndicate  columnist  whose 
work  appears  daily.  Write  to  Ann  Landers,  The  Journal 
Gazette,  P.O.  Box  88,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  46801-0088. 
Send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  for  a  reply. 


Mondav.  December  1 ,  2003 
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Historian  gets  honest  about  Abe 


By  John  O'Connor 

Associated  Press 

Sl'RINGFILLD.  111.  -  When  il 
conies  lo  Abraham  Lincoln,  some  of 
ihe  people  are  tooled  all  of  the  time. 

Remarks  attributed  to  the  quot- 
able 16th  president  have  popped  up 
m  everything  from  TV  commercials 
to  speeches  by  famous  generals, 
presidents  and  even  recent  anti-war 
protesters. 

Too  often,  they  are  phrases  that 
Lincoln  never  uttered,  experts  at 
the  Illinois  His- 
toric Preserva- 
tion Agency  say. 

"It's  simply 
Lincoln's  own 
status  as  a  cul- 
tural exemplar 
that  make  these 
spurious  quota- 
tions seem  cred- 
ible," said  Rod- 
ney Davis,  co- 
director  of  the 
Lincoln  Studies 
Center  at  Knox 


Lincoln 


College  in  Galesburg. 

"He  seems  to  provide  validation 
for  just  about  anything  anybody 
wants  to  have  validated,  and  if  you 
can't  find  a  Lincoln  quote,  you 
make  one  up." 

Quotes  by  a  minister,  a  poet  and 
even  an  actor  portraying  Lincoln  on 
an  episode  of  "Star  Trek"  have 
been  attributed  to  the  president,  ac- 
cording to  Illinois  state  historian 
Thomas  Schwartz. 

The  preservation  agency  has  add- 
ed a  page  to  its  Web  site  that  ex- 
poses famous  sayings  Lincoln  never 
made. 

Among  the  more  famous  is  this 
one:  "You  can  fool  all  the  people 
some  of  the  time  and  some  of  the 
people  all  of  the  time,  but  you  can- 
not fool  all  of  the  people  all  of  the 
time." 

Allegedly  part  of  a  September 
1858  speech  in  Clinton,  the  sentence 
does  not  show  up  in  the  text  printed 
in  the  local  newspaper,  Schwartz 
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Misattributed  to  Lincoln 


These  are  some  of  the  phrases  frequently  -  and  wrongly  - 
attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  according  to  Illinois  state  his- 
torian Thomas  Schwartz: 

"Corporations  have  become  enthroned,  and  an  era  of  cor- 
ruption in  high  places  will  follow  .  . .  until  all  wealth  is  concen- 
trated in  a  few  hands,  and  the  republic  destroyed." 

Allegedly  from  a  November  1864  letter.  Lincoln's  son.  Rob- 
ert Todd  Lincoln,  has  traced  this  quote  to  a  seance  in  Iowa  in 
which  Lincoln  supposedly  spoke  through  a  "medium.  " 

"There's  no  honorable  way  to  kill,  no  gentle  way  to  destroy. 
There's  nothing  good  in  war  except  its  ending." 

Attributed  to  Lincoln  by  anti-war  protesters  earlier  this  year, 
the  statement  was  made  by  an  actor  portraying  Lincoln  in  an 
episode  of  "Star  Trek. " 

"You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the  strong. 
You  cannot  help  small  men  by  tearing  down  big  men.  You  can- 
not help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich." 

Three  of  the  famous  "Ten  Cannots"  with  which  Lincoln  is 
wrongly  credited,  including  by  former  President  Reagan  at  the 
1992  Republican  National  Convention.  They  were  written  by  a 
minister  in  1916. 

"The  strength  of  the  nation  lies  in  the  homes  of  its  people." 

Widely  quoted  on  homebuilders'  and  real  estate  Web  sites, 
the  closest  utterance  resembling  it  is  in  an  August  1928  speech 
by  President  Hoover:  "The  foundation  of  American  life  rests 
upon  the  home  and  the  family. " 

"To  sin  by  silence,  when  they  should  protest,  makes  cow- 
ards of  men." 

Cited  by  Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur  in  a  speech  after  he  was 
relieved  of  duty  in  Korea,  it  is  from  a  poem  by  Ella  Wheeler  Wil- 
cox. 

-  The  Associated  Press 


said.  The  best  evidence  comes  from 
two  people  in  19 10  recollecting  that 
Lincoln  said  it  in  1856. 

Davis  hopes  the  Web  site,  which 
also  highlights  fake  Lincoln  docu- 
ments, will  remind  people  "that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  intellectual 
or  scholarly  honesty." 
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Melvin  misattributes  Lincoln  on  class 
warfare 

By:  Howard  Fischer,  Capitol  Media  Services  December  31,  2013  ,  8:38  am 


V  A  Wi— I  lAilool 

Sen.  Al  Melvin,  R-Tucson  (Photo  by  Howard  Fischer/Capitol  Media  Services) 

Republican  gubernatorial  hopeful  Al  Melvin  is  using  quotes  from  Abe  Lincoln  in  his  running  fight  with 
President  Obama  and  his  policies. 

Only  thing  is,  the  16th  president  never  said  the  things  Melvin  claims  he  did  about  class  warfare. 

For  example  in  postings  last  week  on  Twitter,  the  state  senator  from  Tucson  wrote,  "You  cannot 

of  man  by  inciting  Cass  hatred."  That  quote,  Melvin  said,  came  from  Uncoln. 

Ditto  for  a  quote  of,  "You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich,"  and  "You  cannot  strengthen 
the  weak  by  weakening  the  strong." 

But  Brooks  Simpson,  a  professor  of  history  at  Arizona  State  University,  asked  by  Capitol  Media 
Services  about  the  quotes,  said  none  of  these  came  from  Lincoln's  mouth  or  his  pen. 

"I  can  tell  you  that  these  quotes  are  spurious,"  Simpson  said.  "They  do  not  appear  in  Lincoln's 
writings  or  in  his  recollected  words." 

Melvin  said  he  got  the  quotes  from  a  Republican  club  newsletter. 

"It  sounded  good,"  he  said.  "It  seemed  like  it  was  something  that  he  would  say." 

Told  of  the  misattribution,  Melvin  said,  "That's  news  to  me." 


Simpson  said  the  comments  are  part  of  a  series  of  statements  by  William  J.H.  Boetcker,  made  more 
than  half  a  century  after  Lincoln  was  assassinated.  In  fact,  Boetcker,  a  minister  who  toured  the  . 
country,  was  not  born  until  1873. 

"If  anything,  it's  an  innocent  mistake  on  my  part,"  Melvin  said.  The  would-be  governor  said  he  liked 
the  sentiment  and  wanted  to  be  sure  that  no  one  thought  he  had  made  the  statements  himself. 

"If  Obama  had  said  it,  I  would  have  credited  him,"  Melvin  explained.  "I  know  he  wouldn't  have  said 
it,  but  that  was  the  point." 

Simpson  said  Melvin  isn't  the  first  -  and  probably  won't  be  the  last  -  to  try  to  push  an  idea  by  putting 
the  words  into  Lincoln's  mouth. 

"I'm  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Association,"  he  said.  "By  now,  we  are  used  to 
hearing  quotes  attributed  to  Lincoln  by  people  who  have  not  taken  the  time  to  verify  them." 

Even  after  being  informed  of  the  professor's  comments,  Melvin  still  was  not  ready  to  concede  that 
perhaps  he  had  not  done  his  research  prior  to  the  tweets. 

"I  have  no  idea  who  he  is  or  what  his  political  leanings  are,"  Melvin  said. 

It  would  not  have  been  necessary  for  the  senator  to  consult  an  academician  to  raise  questions  in  his 
mind  about  what  he  was  posting.  A  casual  search  of  the  Internet  with  the  quotes  reveals  multiple 
sites  which  question  the  authenticity  of  the  quotes. 

Despite  that,  Melvin  apparently  is  not  the  only  one  to  misattribute  the  quotes  to  Lincoln.  Ronald 
Reagan  did  the  same  thing  in  his  1992  speech  to  the  Republican  National  Convention. 

http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2013/12/31/al-melvin-misattributes-abe-lincoln-on-class-warfare/ 


WARNING:    THE  FOLLOWING  TEN  MAXIMS  ARE  NOT  LINCOLN'S 


There  is  a  popular  ntitpprthtntion  that  the.  following  10  maxims 

war*  authored  by  Lincoln! 

"i.  You  cannot  bring  about  prosperity  by  dlicouraglng  thrift. 

"2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak  by  weakening  the  strong. 

"3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  by  tearing  down  big  men. 

"4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  destroying  the  rich. 

'•5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner  by  pulling  down  the  waga-payor. 

"6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by  spending  more  than  your  income. 

"7.  You  cannot  further  the  brotherhood  of  man  by  inciting  class  hatred. 

"8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  security  on  borrowed  money. 

"9.  You  cannot  build  character  and  courage  by  taking  away  a  man's 
initiative. 

"10.    You  cannot  really  help  men  by  having  the  government  tax  them  to 
do  for  them  what  they  can  and  should  do  for  themselves." 

In  1950  they  were  inserted  in  the  Congressional  Record,  and  were 
printed  in  Look  Magazine,  under  the  mistaken  impression  that  they  were 
Lincoln  quotes.     In  1954  they  re-appeared  in  the  Lincoln-Day  speech  of  a 

Cabinet  member. 

DO  NOT  USE  TKEM  AS  LINCOLN'S  WORDS ! 
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(The  case  of  mistaken  identity  possibly  arose  from  a  3  x  5  inch 
leaflet  that  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government  distributed  prior 
to  1950.    One  side  of  it  was  labeled  "Lincoln  on  Private  Property,"  followed 
by  bona-fide  words  of  Lincoln,  not  enclosed  in  quotation  marks  or  italics. 
The  other  side  of  the  leaflet  was  headed  "Ten  Points  -  They  cost  so  little  ... 
are  worth  so  much!"    These  10  points  were  not  enclosed  in  quotation  marks, 
either;  in  the  absence  of  a  stated  source,  the  understandable  impression  was 
left  that  they,  too,  were  Lincoln  quotes. 

(The  10  points  actually  originated  with  the  Rev.  William  J.  H . 
Boetcker,  a  retired  minister  of  Erie,  Pa.,  who  authored,  copyrighted  and 
first  printed  them  in  1916.     Later  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Government 
apparently  adopted  them  for  a  Lincoln  leaflet,  printed  them  under  Lincoln's 
"by-line,"  but  with  the  notation:     "Inspiration  of  Wm.  J.  H .  Boetcker."  Later 
this  reference  to  Mr.  Boetcker  must  have  been  dropped  from  the  leaflet,  becaus. 
the  undated  C.C.G.  flier  possessed  by  the  Republican  National  Committee 
Research  Division  contains  no  reference  to  Mr.  Boetcker's  inspiration,  or 
that  of  anyone  else,  thus  leaving  the  impression  that  the  10  points  were 
suggested  by  Lincoln.) 


